I will always
wait for you,
my child!
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Lilya Seitumerova has three sons who are political prisoners, Zera Suleimanova has two, and
Nina Danilovich has a daughter. Dilyara Abdullayeva has been waiting for her two sons from
captivity for eight years, and the mothers of Zevri Abseitov and Eldar Yakubov died while
their children are behind bars. More than 20 funerals have already been held in Crimea for
relatives who will never hug their loved ones again - they were separated by prison bars.

The Russian repressive system breaks the fates of men and women against whom it
fabricates criminal cases for fictitious terrorism, espionage and sabotage. For years it has
persecuted activists, journalists, human rights defenders, religious figures and ordinary
people who have spoken out loudly against lawlessness, chauvinism and xenophobia. They
have suffered detentions, intimidation and beatings, inhumane conditions in pre-trial
detention facilities, simulated investigations and trials, harsh sentences for nothing and
sentences to colonies hundreds - if not thousands - of kilometres away from home.

But the victims of this powerful and unpunished repressive machine are also the closest
people to political prisoners - their parents, spouses and children. The Russian authorities
steal years of their lives, depriving them of the simplest and most precious daily joys -
breakfasts and dinners together, conversations about their day, smiles, hugs and phone calls.

According to the Mission of the Permanent Representative of the President of Ukraine in the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, there are 219 political prisoners, 133 of which are Crimean
Tatars, and 244 are minor children who are growing up without a father in the family.

The photo project “I will always wait for you, my child!” is dedicated to the 80th anniversary
of the Crimean Tatar deportation and was created to tell the stories of those whose hearts
have been broken, whose health has been undermined, and whose peace has been taken
away because modern Russia is alien to the concepts of justice and freedom. Each woman in
the photos is a mother of a political prisoner whose life stopped the moment her child was
taken away by security forces.

These are stories of deep pain and injustice, of boundless love for one's family, land and
people. About faith in the victory of good.

Photos: Halid Aydin, Bilal Zincirli
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Daima
bekleyecegim,
balam!

BFODBOGRAT SERGISI

Lilya Seyitumerovanin siyasi mahkim olan t¢ oglu, Zera Suleymanovanin iki oglu ve Nina
Danilovi¢’in bir kizi var. Dilara Abdullayeva sekiz yildir iki oglunun esirlikten kurtulmasini
bekliyor; Zevri Abseitov ve Eldar Yakubov'un anneleri ise cocuklarina kavusamadilar...
Ogullar: cezaevindeyken hayatlarini kaybettiler. Sevdiklerine bir daha asla sarilamayacak
olan akrabalar i¢cin Kirtm'da simdiden 20'den fazla cenaze toreni diizenlendi...

Rus baskilama sistemi hayali terorizm, ajanlik ve sabotaj suclamalariyla haklarinda ceza
davalar actig1 kadin ve erkeklerin gelecegini karartiyor. Yillardir aktivistlere, gazetecilere,
insan haklari savunucularina, din adamlarina ve hukuksuzluga, sovenizme ve yabanci
dismanligina karsi sesini yukselten siradan insanlara zulmetmektedir. Bu insanlar
gozaltilara, gozdagi ve dayaklara, gozalti merkezlerindeki insanlik dist kosullara, gostermelik
sorusturma ve yargilamalara, yok yere verilen agir cezalara ve evlerinden yuzlerce, hatta
binlerce kilometre uzaktaki cezaevlerine gonderilme cezalarina maruz kaldilar.

Ancak bu glcli ve yaptig1 yanina kar kalan baskici sistemin magdurlar: ayni zamanda
siyasi mahktmlarin en yakinlar olan anne babalari, esleri ve cocuklaridir. Rus yetkililer bu
insanlarin hayatlarindan yillar ¢alarak onlari birlikte yapilan kahvaltilar ve yenen aksam
yemekleri, ginlin nasil gectigine dair sohbetler, gilumsemeler, kucaklasmalar ve telefon
gorusmeleri gibi en basit ve en degerli guinlik mutluluklardan mahrum birakiyor...

Ukrayna Cumhurbaskanligi Kirim Temsilciligine gore, su anda Kirnmdaki siyasi tutuklular
listesinde 219 kisi bulunuyor. Bunlardan 133t Kirim Tatar1. 244 resit olmayan cocuk babasiz
blytyor.

Kirim surgunin 80. Yilinda, «Daima bekleyecegim, balam!» adli fotograf sergisi projesi,
modern Rusyanin adalet ve 6zglrlik kavramlarina yabanci olmasi nedeniyle kalpleri kirilan,
sagliklar1 bozulan ve huzurlar ellerinden alinanlarin hikayelerini anlatmak icin hazirlandi.
Fotograflardaki her bir kadin, cocugu glivenlik glcleri tarafindan elinden alindig anda
hayat: durmus bir siyasi mahk(m annesidir.

Bunlar btiytk ac1 ve adaletsizlikler, ailenize, vataniniza ve halkiniza duydugunuz sinirsiz
sevgi hakkindaki hikayelerdir. Iyiligin zaferine olan inan¢ hakkinda hikayeler...

Fotograflar: Halid Aydin, Bilal Zincirli
Hikayeler: Zekiye Alimova, Fera Beyan



Zelikha Abkhairova, 71 years old, mother of Arsen Abkhairov
Oktyabrske village, Krasnohvardiyskyi District
Her son was sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment in a strict regime colony

There has never been
any reason to be ashamed
of his actions

Zeliha Abhairova, 71 yasinda, Arsen Abhairov’'un annesi
Qurman, Alabas Qonrat koyu / Oktabr koyii, Krasnogvardeysk ilcesi
Oglu Rusya’da 13 yil yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis cezasina carptirildi

Hicbir zaman yaptiklarindan
utanmadim






In the early morning of February 14, 2019, Zelikha could not

fully comprehend what was happening in her house. Why had

the Russian security services come here to search and how could
they accuse her son Arsen of terrorism? All of Zelikha's thoughts
returned to her terrified grandchildren. Because she was afraid for
them, her blood pressure rose and she had a hypertensive crisis.
Despite the danger to her health, the law enforcers did not let the
medical staff see Zelikha for a long time, and Arsen kept rushing
from his mother to the investigator and back again. The investigator
forced him to sign the protocol - and Arsen did. All he wanted was
for the law enforcers to leave the house as soon as possible and for
the doctors to help his mother.

Zelikha often recalls her sons’ childhood. In 1993, she returned to
Crimea from Uzbekistan, where the Soviet authorities had deported
her family in 1944. The mid-90s was a difficult time. There was

no work for Crimean Tatars on the peninsula, there was not enough
money for anything. Zelikha's mother-in-law saved the situation

by giving her a cow and a calf. Thanks to them, the family received
a small income from the sale of dairy products for many years.

Zelikha remembers her son with a smile as a very independent
boy who studied well, bought his own lunches and sometimes
even toys. She never worried about what kind of person Arsen
would grow up to be, even then he was a great support for her.
The only thing that worried Zelikha was whether their sons
would pass on to their father’s taste for alcohol, because of which
they separated back in the 90s. But Arsen found himself and

the meaning of his existence in Islam, began to read namaz and

married a religious girl. Arsen and Azize had two children - a boy
and a girl. For Zelikha, her grandchildren are a real happiness; she
has been taking care of them with great love since their birth and
now, while her son is in a Russian prison, she is helping Azize to
raise them.

Zelikha never once, not for a second, doubted that Arsen was
innocent. “He has done nothing but good to people, she says with
certainty. - There was never a single reason to be ashamed of

his actions”, On October 31, 2020, a few days before the verdict,

she went out with a solitary picket in her home village. She stuck
Arsen’s photo on a placard and wrote: “My son is not a terrorist”.
The police detained Zelikha for this and drew up a report on
administrative violation of the picketing order. The court found
the woman guilty and fined her 10,000 roubles [~$116] - almost her
entire pension.

On November 3, 2020, a Russian court sentenced Arsen Abkhairov
to 13 years in a strict regime colony. He is now in Ulan-Ude Penal
Colony No. 8 - almost seven thousand kilometres away from
Crimea and his family. This year, the political prisoner will turn
39 years old, five of which he has already spent in captivity.

Zelikha continues to work as a cleaner at the Crimean Engineering
and Pedagogical University in Simferopol and believes that she will
soon see Arsen free. She says her son always tries to cheer her up in
letters. He writes to her not to lose hope: “Mum, we will meet again
at our home by the will of the Almighty”. And Zelikha is absolutely
sure that they will.









Zeliha, 14 Subat 2019 sabahi erken saatlerde kendi evinde neler
oldugunun tam farkina varamiyordu. Neden Rus gtivenlik glicleri
buray1 basiyor, neden oglu Arsen'i terorizmle sucluyorlar? O an
Zelihanin akli dehsete kapilmis torunlarindaydi. Torunlar igin

duydugu korkudan tansiyonu yukselmis, hipertansif kriz gegirmisti.

Sagligi tehlikede olmasina ragmen kolluk kuvvetleri doktorlarin
Zeliha'y1 ziyaret etmesini engellediler. Oglu Arsen ise bir annesinin,
bir savcinin yanina kosup durdu. Savei onu protokoll imzalamaya
zorluyordu, Arsen de sonunda imzaladi, ¢linku tek istedigi kolluk
kuvvetlerinin bir an once evlerini terk etmesi ve doktorlarin
annesine yardim etmesiydi.

Zeliha siklikla ogullarinin cocuklugunu aniyor. 1993 yilinda, Sovyet
yetkililerin 1944 yilinda ailesini siirgiin ettigi Ozbekistan'dan
Kirim'a dondu. 90’lar ¢ok kolay zamanlar degildi. Yarimadada Kirim
Tatarlar1 i¢in is yoktu, para higbir seye yetmiyordu. Ama Zelihanin
kayinvalidesi ona bir inek ve bir buzagi hediye ederek durumlarini
kurtardi. Onlarin sayesinde aile uzun yillar boyunca stt tirtinleri
satarak kicuk de olsa gelir elde edebiliyordu.

Zeliha, oglunun derslerine iyi calisan, 0gle yemeklerini ve hatta
bazen oyuncaklarini bile kendi satin alan ¢cok bagimsiz bir ¢cocuk
oldugunu gullimseyerek hatirliyor. Arsen'in biiytiytince nasil bir
insan olacagi konusunda hi¢ endiselenmedi, cunki o zamanlar
bile oglu ona bliytk destek oluyordu. Fakat babalarinin 90'larda
ayrilmalarina neden olan alkol diskinliginin ogullarina miras
kalip kalmayacagindan ¢ok endiseleniyordu. Oysa Arsen kendini ve
varolusunun anlamini Islim'da bulmus, namaz kilmaya baslamis
ve imani glglu bir kizla evlenmisti. Arsen ile Azizenin biri kiz

biri erkek iki ¢ocuklar: diinyaya geldi. Zeliha i¢in torunlar: gercek
bir mutluluk; dogumlarindan beri onlara biiytk bir sevgiyle
bakiyor ve simdi oglu bir Rus hapishanesindeyken Azizenin onlari
blyttmesine yardimci oluyor.

Zeliha, Arsen'in sug¢suz oldugundan biran bile stiphe etmedi. Emin
bir sekilde «Insanlara iyilikten bagka bir sey yaptig1 yok. Higbir
zaman yaptiklarindan utanmadim» diye anlatiyor kadin. 31 Ekim
2020'de, mahkeme kararindan birkag glin once, dogdugu koyde tek
basina bir protesto eylemi yapti. Arsen'in fotografini bir postere
yapistirip Uzerine «Benim oglum terorist degil» yazdi. Bu nedenle
polis Zeliha'y1 gozaltina alarak protesto gosterisi prosedirinin
idari olarak ihlal edildigine dair bir tutanak hazirladi. Mahkeme
kadin1 suclu bulup 10.000 ruble [~116$] para cezasina garptirdi ki
bu neredeyse emekli maasinin tamami demekti.

3 Kasim 2020'de Arsen Abhairov, Rus mahkemesi tarafindan
maksimum glivenlikli bir cezaevinde 13 y1l hapis cezasina mahkim
edildi. $Simdi de Kirim'dan ve ailesinden neredeyse yedi bin
kilometre uzakta, Ulan-Ude sehrindeki 8 numarali cezaevinde
tutuluyor. Bu y1l 39 yasina girecek olan siyasi mahkim, bu siirenin
bes yilin1 esaret altinda gecirdi.

Zeliha, Akmescit'teki Kirim Mithendislik ve Pedagoji
Universitesi'nde temizlik¢i olarak ¢alismaya devam ediyor ve
yakinda Arsen'in serbest kalacagina inaniyor. Oglunun onu her
zaman mektuplarla neselendirmeye ¢alistigini soyliiyor. Umudunu
kaybetmesin diye ona «Annem, Allah'in izniyle evimizde tekrar
bulusacagiz» diye yaziyor. Zeliha da buna tim kalbiyle inaniyor.



Venera Mustafaeva, 58 years old, mother of Server Mustafaev
Bakhchysarai city

Her son was sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment in a strict regime colony

In my dreams, I see how
my son 1S coming back

Venera Mustafayeva, 58 yasinda, Server Mustafayevin annesi
Bahgesaray / Bagcasaray

Oglu Rusya'da 14 yil yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis cezasina carptirildi

Ruyalarimda oglumu
goruyorum






Server Mustafayev was sentenced to 14 years in prison. A citizen
journalist, human rights defender, and father of four children.
Venera often cries and thinks about the fact that somewhere far
behind the bars of a Russian prison, her freedom-loving and honest
son continues to help people, fighting for the rights of his fellow
inmates, writing complaints and seeking their protection. Server’s
perseverance helps Venera to hold on and believe that goodness

and justice will win in the end.

But then she recalls how, in the early hours of May 22, 2018,
unknown men in camouflage and black masks broke into their
home. They immediately threw Server on the floor in front of the
family. Venera tried to defend her son: “Why are you hurting him?
He’s not resisting!”. But the enforcers paid no attention to her cries.
She followed them all the time and still remembers that the masked
men moved around the clean, bright house without taking off their
boots. The FSS officers did not find anything in the Mustafayevs’
possession that could confirm Server’s involvement in terrorist
activities, but arrested him anyway.

Venera’s family returned to Crimea when her son Server was
three years old and her daughter Susanna was one year old.

She talks about her children with pride: both of them were
excellent students, never caused any trouble, and relatives
and acquaintances always spoke about the Mustafayevs with
respect. When Server was arrested, his college teacher did not
believe the terrorism charges and wrote an excellent reference
for the court.

But none of the kind words of Server’s loved ones about him, nor
Venera’s solitary picket in Bakhchysarai on the day before her son
was sentenced, had any effect on the long prison term that the
Russian court imposed on him. On September 16, 2020, journalist
and human rights defender Server Mustafayev was sentenced

to 14 years in a strict regime colony. Now he is in penal colony No. 1
in the Tambov region - 1.5 thousand kilometres away from his
native home. In total, Server has spent six years in prison, he has
recently turned 38.

The room in the Mustafayevs’ house, which still remembers

that terrible search, is always filled with flowers. Friends,
acquaintances and neighbours bring them - they, like his mother,
believe in Server’s innocence. Venera never leaves her son’s portrait
and dreams of his return.
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Yurttas gazeteci, insan haklari savunucusu, dort cocuk babasi
Server Mustafayev icin verilen ceza, hapiste 14 yil. Venera

sik sik aglayarak bir Rus hapishanesinin kafesinde uzak

bir yerde ozgurlugune duskun ve durust oglunun insanlara
yardim etmeye devam ettigini, mahkim arkadaslarinin
haklari icin miuicadele ettigini, sikayetler yazdigini ve onlarin
korunmasina calistigini dustintyor. Server'in yorulmak
bilmezligi Veneranin dayanmasina ve sonunda iyiligin ve
adaletin kazanacagina inanmasina yardimei oluyor.

Ancak ardindan, 22 May1s 2018'in erken saatlerinde,
kamuflajli ve siyah maskeli, kimligi belirsiz adamlarin
evlerine nasil girdigini hatirliyor. Server'i hemen ailenin
onunde yere yatirdilar. Venera oglunu savunmaya
calisiyordu, «Neden canini yakiyorsunuz? O zaten karsilik
vermiyor!» diyordu. Fakat zorbalar onun ¢igliklarina aldiris
etmiyordu. Hala daha onlarin pesinden nasil gittigini, bu
maskeli adamlarin botlarini ¢ikarmadan temiz, piril piril
evin i¢cinde nasil dolastiklarini hatirliyor. Federal Guvenlik
Servisi gorevlileri Mustafayev'lerin evinde Server'in
terorist faaliyetlere karistigini dogrulayacak hicbir sey
bulamamalarina ragmen yine de onu tutukladilar.

b

Veneranin ailesi, ogullari Server tig, kizlar1 Susanna ise bir
yasindayken Kirim'a dondu. Cocuklarini gururla anlatiyor; ikisi de
cok iyi 6grencilerdi, hi¢ sorun ¢ikarmazlardi, akrabalar ve tanidiklari
Mustafayevler'e hep saygi duyarlardi. Server tutuklandiginda,
universitedeki hocasi terorizm suclamalarina inanamadi ve eski
ogrencisine mahkeme icin mitkemmel bir referans yazdi.

Oysa ne Server'in yakinlarinin onun hakkinda soyledigi iyi sozler ne
de Veneranin oglunun mahktmiyetinin arifesinde Bahgesaray'da
tek basina ya ptig1 protesto eylemi, Rus mahkemesinin ona verdigi
agir hapis cezasi Uzerinde herhangi bir etki yaratti. 16 Eylul

2020 tarihinde, gazeteci ve insan haklari savunucusu Server
Mustafayev maksimum glivenlikli bir cezaevinde 14 y1l hapis
cezasina carptirildi. Simdi evinden 1.500 kilometre uzakta, Tambov
vilayetindeki 1 numarali cezaevinde tutuluyor. Toplam alt1 yilini
cezaevinde geciren Server, yakin zamanda 38 yasina girdi.

Mustafayevlerin evindeki o korkung aramanin izlerini hala tasiyan
oda her zaman ciceklerle dolu. Dostlari, tanidiklar: ve komsulari
hep cicek getirir, onlar da annesi gibi Server'in masumiyetine
inaniyorlar. Venera ise oglunun portresini hig elinden birakmiyor
ve ruyalarinda bile onun dontstni goruyor.



Zarema Mamutova, 69 years old, mother of Enver Mamutov

Bakhchysarai city

Her son was sentenced to 16 years and 9 months of imprisonment in a strict
regime colony

My son has been and
continues to be my support

Zarema Mamutova, 69 yasinda, Enver Mamutov’'un annesi

Bahgesaray / Bagcasaray

Oglu Rusya'da 16 yil ve 9 ay yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis cezasina
carptirildi

Oglum hep benim
destegim






When Enver, Zarema'’s only son, was 18 years old, he moved from
Uzbekistan, where the family had been deported by the Soviet
authorities, to live in Crimea with his mother’s parents. Together
they did everything to settle in their native land for good - they
built a house with their own efforts, and while there was no house,
they slept directly under the open sky on slate and boards.

Even then, Enver found himself in Islam, began to fast and read
namaz, studied Muslim sacred texts more deeply and shared his
knowledge with his mother. For Zarema, her son became a guide
to religion and a support on the spiritual path. He was always close
to her, took care of her, and when he got married he invited mum
to live together with his wife Aliye and her grandchildren in one
house. Zarema remembers with warmth and love that happy time,
which, alas, did not last long.

On May 12, 2016, unknown people in camouflage with automatic
rifles broke the front door of Enver Mamutov’s house and broke
into the house, scaring the still sleepy owners. The children
were crying with fear, and one of the granddaughters hid

in a cupboard. Zarema herself was not frightened at the time,
but on the contrary became angry and started cursing the

law enforcers who were rummaging through the Mamutovs’
belongings all over the house.

After the search, the law enforcers took Enver to an unknown
destination and for four days his family did not know where he
was or what condition he was in. Later, when her son was accused
of terrorism and started his trial, Zarema came to every hearing

to support him and show everyone that her son was innocent.
Convoys in Russian courts forbid any contact between relatives and
prisoners, but one day Zarema did manage to kiss her son's hand.
Enver kissed her hand in return.

After her son’s arrest, Zarema and his wife Aliye went out with
solitary pickets. Mamutov’'s mother had a huge placard with the
inscription “My son is not a terrorist. What are 17 years for?”.

That day the police detained both Zarema and her daughter-in-law.
They were taken to the police station but were not charged with any
offence. “I hoped for three years that justice would prevail. But they
won't let him go. What should I do?” - Zarema said at the time.

On December 24, 2018, a Russian court sentenced Enver Mamutov
to 17 years’ imprisonment in a strict regime colony, but in 2019, the
Russian Supreme Court reviewed the case on appeal and reduced
his sentence by three months. Now the political prisoner is being
held in penal colony No. 11 in Stavropol Krai - 800 kilometres away
from Bakhchysarai, where his family lives: his mother, wife and
five children. Enver has spent eight of his 49 years in detention.
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Zaremanin tek oglu Enver 18 yasindayken, ailesinin Sovyet yetkililer
tarafindan stirgiin edildigi Ozbekistan'dan annesinin ebeveynleriyle
birlikte Kirim'da yasamaya gelmis. Hep birlikte memleketlerinde
kok salmak i¢in ellerinden geleni yapmislar, kendi cabalariyla bir ev
insaat etmisler ve o ev daha yokken acik havada tahtalarin tizerinde
uyumuslar.

Daha o zaman Enver kendini Islam'in i¢inde bulmus, orug tutmaya ve
namaz kilmaya baslamis, Muslimanlar i¢in kutsal olan metinleri daha
derinlemesine incelemis ve bilgilerini annesiyle paylasmisti. Zarema
icin oglu din rehberi ve manevi yolda bir destek oldu. Her zaman onun
yanindaydi, onunla ilgileniyordu ve evlendiginde annesini esi Aliye

ve torunlariyla birlikte ayni evde yasamaya davet etti. Zarema, uzun
stirmeyen o mutlu zamamni sicaklik ve sefkatle hatirliyor.

12 Mayz1s 2016 tarihinde, kamuflajh ve ellerinde tlifekler bulunan
kimligi belirsiz kisiler Enver Mamutov'un evinin on kapisini kirarak
iceri girmis ve hala uykuda olan ev sahiplerini korkutmuslard:.
Gocuklar korkudan agliyor, torunlardan biri de bir dolaba
saklaniyordu. Zarema ise o sirada korkmamis, aksine ofkelenmis ve
Mamutov'larin esyalarini didik didik eden kolluk kuvvetlerine lanet
okumaya baslamaisti.

Aramanin ardindan kolluk kuvvetleri Enver'i bilinmeyen bir
yere gotirdu ve dort gun boyunca yakinlari nerede oldugunu ve

20

ne durumda oldugunu bilmiyordu. Sonrasinda oglu terorizmle
suclanip yargilanmaya basladiginda Zarema onu desteklemek ve
oglunun masum oldugunu herkese gostermek icin her durusmaya
geliyordu. Rus mahkemelerindeki gardiyanlar akrabalar ve
mahkimlar arasinda herhangi bir temas: yasakliyordu, ama

bir glin Zarema oglunun elini 0pmeyi basardi. Enver de hemen
karsiliginda onun elini optu.

Oglunun tutuklanmasinin ardindan Zarema ve gelini Aliye tek
kisilik protesto eylemi yapiyorlardi. Mamutov'un annesi elinde
«Benim oglum terorist degil. Nigin 17 yil?» yazili buylk bir
pankart tasiyordu. O giin polis hem Zarema'y1 hem de gelinini
gozaltina aldi. Karakola goturtldiiler, ancak herhangi bir sugla
suglanmadilar. Zarema o zamanlar «Ug yildir adaletin yerini
bulmasini umuyordum. Ama serbest birakmiyorlar. Ben ne
yapabilirim ki?» demisti.

24 Aralik 2018 tarihinde Rus mahkemesi Enver Mamutov'u
maksimum guivenlikli bir cezaevinde 17 yil hapis cezasina
carptirdi, 2019 yilinda ise Rusya Yuksek Mahkemesi temyizdeki
davay1 gozden gecirdi ve cezayi u¢ ay indirdi. Simdi siyasi
mahk{m, annesi, esi ve bes cocugundan olusan ailesinin yasadig1
Bahcesaray'dan 800 kilometre uzakliktaki Stavropol Krayi'nda
bulunan 11 numarali cezaevinde tutuluyor. Enver 49 yilin sekizini
hapiste gecirdi.



Zore Emiruseinova, 70 years old, mother of Rustem Emiruseinov
Oktyabrske village, Krasnogvardiyskyi District
Her son was sentenced to 17 years in a strict regime colony

My son's way 1s to serve
people through faith
and truth

Zore Emiruseyinova, 70 yasinda, Riistem Emiruseyinov’'un annesi
Qurman, Biiyiik Onlar qasabasi / Oktabr koyii, Krasnogvardeysk ilcesi
Oglu Rusya'da 17 yil yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis cezasina carptirildi

Oglumun yolu insanlara
iman ve hakikat yoluyla
hizmet etmektir






In the late 1980s, Zore Emiruseinova fought for the right of
Crimean Tatars to return from deportation to their homeland,
Crimea. Together with like-minded people, she went out

to actions, rallies and pickets. And when they achieved their
goal, the Emiruseinov family settled in the village of Buyuk-Onlar
(Oktyabrske village, Krasnohvardiyskyi District), where Zore

and her husband Reshat helped to open a mosque and a national
school.

From childhood, the Emiruseinovs taught their son and daughter
to love and respect their people, homeland and religion, and
brought them up to be conscious people with a civil position.
Therefore, it is natural that when the Russian security forces began
to imprison Crimean Tatars, Rustem went to court hearings and
pickets to support the innocent. And later, alas, he himself became
a political prisoner.

Zore says that Rustem never passed by other people’s misfortune
even as a child. He has always been an independent boy. In the
difficult 1990s, he helped his family by picking fruit to sell in the
yard. Later he graduated from a private men’s lyceum in Crimea
and entered Istanbul University to study history. Zore remembers
that time with warmth and joy. In contrast to the search and arrest
of her son.

On the cold morning of February 14, 2019, armed men broke

into the Emiruseinovs’ house and began to search the rooms,

not allowing the owners to wake up and carefully read the court
order. News of the law enforcers’ raid quickly spread across
Crimea and neighbours, relatives and acquaintances gathered
outside. Many came from other cities to support the Emiruseinov
family. Zore’s blood pressure rose from fright and anxiety, but
the law enforcers refused to let the ambulance doctors see her
for a long time. Although the medical staff prescribed bed rest

for the woman, she nevertheless came out to see her son as the FSS
officers were taking him away from the house.

The day before the announcement of the verdict of the Red Guard
group of political prisoners, Zore, like the mothers of other
defendants in the case, went out with a solitary picket on the
motorway from Simferopol to Dzhankoi. So she wanted to attract
more attention of the peninsula residents to the fate of Rustem.

On the placard she wrote: “My son is not a terrorist”. On that day,
the police came to her and demanded that she hand over the
placard and go with them to the police station. Zore became nervous
and her blood pressure rose. The woman was called an ambulance
and taken to the hospital under the escort of law enforcers. Zore
never got to see the verdict of Rustem, she was in the hospital when
learnt how many years her son had been sentenced to behind bars.
At that moment something broke inside her.

For two years after his detention in Crimea, Rustem Emiruseinov
was imprisoned in Balashov, Saratov region of Russia, about

1,300 kilometres away from his home and family - his wife and
three children. On November 3, 2020, a Russian court sentenced
him to 17 years in a strict regime colony. Rustem is now 45 years
old, five of which he has spent behind the bars. “My son’s way is to
serve people through faith in the Almighty and truth. And this faith
gives us the strength to fight for the freedom of our children”, says
Rustem’s mother. Now he has been transferred to another colony -
in the town of Bezhetsk in the Tver region.

For Zore, her son’s imprisonment is a serious challenge.

When Rustem was diagnosed with diabetes, this news also affected
her health. Several years ago, the woman was diagnosed with

a malignant tumour, the surgery was successful, but the threat of
recurrence remains. Zore is most worried about Rustem, who is not
receiving treatment in prison.
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1980'erin sonunda Zore Emiruseinova, Kirim Tatarlarinin
sturglinden anavatanlar: Kirtm'a donme hakki i¢cin mticadele etti.
Kendisi gibi diisinen insanlarla birlikte protestolara, mitinglere ve
grevlere katildi. Basariya ulastiklarinda Emiruseinov ailesi Buyuk
Onlar kasabasina (Oktabr koyli, Krsnogvardeysk ilcesi) yerlesti ve
burada Zore, esi Resat ile bir cami ve bir milli mektep acilmasina
yardimci oldu.

Emiruseinovlar, kiictikliklerinden itibaren ogullarina ve kizlarina
milletlerine, vatanlarina ve dinlerine karsi sevgi ve saygi asilayarak
onlar: medeni bir durusa sahip bilincli insanlar olarak yetistirdiler.
Dolayisiyla, Rus kolluk kuvvetleri Kirim Tatarlarini hapsetmeye
basladiginda Riistem'in masum insanlari desteklemek i¢in
durusmalara ve protestolara katilmasi ¢ok dogaldi. Fakat daha
sonra, ne yazik ki, kendisi de siyasi mahkim oldu.

Zore, Rustem'in cocukken bile baskasinin yasadig: talihsizligi asla
es gecmedigini anlatiyor. Her zaman bagimsiz bir ¢cocuktu. Zorlu
1990'l1 yillarda bahcede meyve toplayip satarak ailesine yardim
etti. Daha sonra Kirim'da ozel bir erkek lisesinden mezun olup
tarih okumak tizere Istanbul Universitesi'ne girdi. Zore, o donemi
oglunun aranmasi ve tutuklanmasinin aksine sicaklik ve sevincle
hatirliyor.

Silahli sahislar soguk 14 Subat 2019 sabahinda Emiruseinovlarin
evine girerek odalar1 aramaya baslamis, ev sahiplerinin
uyanmasini ve mahkeme kararini dikkatlice okumasini
engellemislerdi. Kolluk kuvvetlerinin saldirisi ile ilgili haberler
Kirim'da hizla yayilmis ve komsular, akrabalar ve tanidiklar
sokakta toplanmiglardi. Emirusein ailesine destek olmak icin
diger sehirlerden cok sayida insan geldi. Zore'nin korku ve
endiseden tansiyonu ¢ikti, ancak kolluk kuvvetleri acil yardim
doktorlarinin onu muayene etmesine uzun sure izin vermedi.
Doktorlar kadina yatarak istirahat onermis olsa da, Federal
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Guvenlik Servisi gorevlileri oglunu evden goturtirken kadin yine
de oglunu gormek i¢in disar ¢ikti.

Siyasi mahktimlardan olusan «Krasnogvardeyskiy grubu»
hakkindaki kararin aciklanmasinin arifesinde Zore, davadaki
diger saniklarin anneleri gibi Akmescit'ten Cankoy'e giden
otoyolda tek basina protesto eylemi yapti. Yarimada sakinlerinin
dikkatini Rustem'in kaderine daha fazla cekmek istedi. Posterin
Uzerine «Benim oglum terorist degil» yazdi. O gin polisler
yanina gelerek posteri teslim etmesini ve onlarla birlikte karakola
gitmesini istedi. Zore heyecanlandi ve tansiyonu ¢ikti. Ambulans
cagirarak kolluk kuvvetleri egliginde hastaneye goturdiiler.

Zore, Rustem'in durusmasina katilamadi, oglunun kac yil hapse
mahk(m edildigini 6grendiginde hastanedeydi. O anda iginde bir
seyler parcalandi.

Riustem Emiruseinov, Kirim'dan nakledildikten sonra iki yil
boyunca Saratov vilayetindeki Balasov sehrinde, evinden ve
ailesinden, esi ve ¢ ¢cocugundan yaklagsik 1.300 kilometre
uzakta tutuklu kaldi. 3 Kasim 2020 tarihinde Rus mahkemesi
onu maksimum gutivenlikli bir cezaevinde 17 yil hapis cezasina
carptirdi. Rustem su anda 45 yasinda ve bu stirenin beg yilini
demir parmakliklarin gerisinde gegirdi. Ristem'in annesi,
«Oglumun yolu Allah’a ve hakikate imanla insanlara hizmet
etmektir. Bu inang bize ¢ocuklarimizin 6zgurligu i¢in muicadele
etme glicl veriyor» diyor. Simdi baska bir cezaevine, Tver vilayeti,
Bejetsk sehrine nakledildi.

Zore icin oglunun hapse atilmasi ciddi bir iskence. Riistem'e
diyabet teshisi konuldugunda, bu haber onun sagligini da etkiledi.
Birkac yil once kadina kott huylu bir tumor teshisi kondu;
ameliyat basarili gecti, ancak hastaligin tekrarlama tehdidi devam
ediyor. Zore ise en ¢ok cezaevinde tedavi gormeyen Ristem i¢in
endiseleniyor.



Ilyara Karimova, 69 years old, mother of Farkhod Bazarov and Alim Karimov
Simferopol city

Her sons were sentenced to 15 and 13 years of imprisonment in a strict
regime colony

Without my sons, I was left
without support

iliara Karimova, 69 yasinda, Farhod Bazarov ve Alim Karimov’'un annesi
Agmescit/Simferopol

Ogullar1 Rusya'da 15 ve 13 y1l yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis cezalarina
carptirildi

Ogullarim olmadan ne
destegim var ne dayanagim






Not one, but two sons of Ilyara Karimova are political prisoners.
After a difficult return from Uzbekistan to Crimea, separation
from her husband, who refused to move with her family to the
peninsula, and living in a temporary house in an empty field,
Ilyara’s difficulties seemed to be over.

But in the early morning of March 27, 2019, unidentified masked
men with assault rifles broke into the homes of Farhod and Alim.
Ilyara spent the night at Farhod’s eldest son’s house that day.

The first thing she did was to try to calm her grandchildren and
daughter-in-law. She herself was also frightened, but tried to keep
calm in front of the others, because it was even harder for them.

No one expected this twist of events. Her boys had helped with
everything since childhood, worked hard to finish the house,
and had never been caught by the police. “There was hope that
they would not be taken away, it was a misunderstanding. Why
Farhod in particular? He has always been a well-mannered and
decent child. But when I learnt that Alim was also taken away,

I was shocked. Why was he taken away, so young? Alim was only

24, his child had just been born - not even three months ago. It was
very scary, I couldn’t sleep for a month”, recalls Ilyara.

For health reasons, the woman could not even come to court
hearings to see her sons. Years earlier, she had undergone

a complex heart operation and since then she has required
constant care and has been unable to stand on her feet for long
periods of time.

In January 2023, a Russian court sentenced the younger Alim

to 13 years in a strict regime colony. Farhod received an even
stricter sentence in March 2022 - 15 years behind bars. Now both
brothers are in different parts of Russia.

In spite of a great sense of injustice and more health problems,
without the support and encouragement that her sons have always
been for Iliara, she holds on and believes that they will come
home. The main joy in her life is her grandchildren, and one of her
important rituals - self-care. Ilyara wants to be beautiful for her
sons and tries to always be in a good mood.
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[lara Karimova'nin bir degil, iki oglu siyasi mahk(m.
Ozbekistan'dan Kirim'a zorlu bir déniis, ailesini yarimadaya
tasimay1 reddeden kocasindan ayrilik ve bos bir araziye kondurulan
bir «gecekondudaki» yasamin ardindan Ilara'min zorluklari sona
ermis gibi gorunuyordu.

Fakat 27 Mart 2019'un erken saatlerinde, kimligi belirsiz, maskeli
ve saldir1 tufekli kisiler Farhod ve Alim'in evlerine zorla girdiler.
[lara o gin bliylk oglu Farhod'un evinde geceledi. Yaptig1 ilk sey
torunlarini ve gelinini sakinlestirmeye calismak oldu. Kendisi

de korkmustu tabii, ama digerlerinin ontiinde sakin kalmaya
calistyordu, ¢linku bu onlar i¢in daha da zordu.

Hig¢ kimse baslarina boyle bir sey gelmesini beklemiyordu.
Ogullar ¢cocukluklarindan beri herkese yardim etmis, evi
insaat etmek icin ¢ok calismis ve karakola hi¢c diismemisglerdi.
«Goturilmeyecegine dair bir umudum vardi, bu bir yanlis
anlasilmaydi. Neden Farhod? O her zaman iyi huylu ve terbiyeli
bir cocuktu. Ancak Alim'in de tutuklandigini 6grenince
dehsete kapildim. Neden o? Daha cok gencti. Alim daha 24
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yasindaydi, bebegi daha yeni dogmustu, li¢ ay bile olmamisti.
Gok korkutucuydu, bir ay boyunca uyuyamadim» diye hatirliyor
[lara.

Saglik nedenleriyle kadin, ogullarini gormek icin mahkeme
durusmalarina bile gelemiyordu. Yillar once zor bir kalp ameliyati
geciren kadin, o zamandan beri stirekli bakima ihtiya¢ duyuyor ve
uzun slre ayakta duramiyor.

Ocak 2023'te Rus mahkemesi geng Alim'i maksimum guvenlikli bir
cezaevinde 13 yil hapis cezasina ¢arptirdi. Daha buiylik olan Farhod
ise Mart 2022'de daha da agir bir ceza aldi: 15 yil hapis cezasi. Simdi
ikisi de Rusya'nin farkli bolgelerinde hapisteler.

Blytk bir adaletsizlik duygusuna ve giderek artan saglik
sorunlarina ragmen, ogullarinin [lara'ya her zaman verdigi destek
olmadan, hayata tutunuyor ve onlarin eve donecegine inaniyor.
Hayatindaki en blylik mutluluk torunlari ve dnemli ritiellerinden
biri de kisisel bakim. lara ogullar i¢in giizel olmak istiyor ve her
zaman keyfi yerinde olmaya calisiyor.



Nadie Izetova, 70 years old, mother of Riza Izetov
Myrolyubivka village, Krasnogvardiyskyi District
Her son was sentenced to 19 years in a strict regime colony

I'm not strong, I feel bad
without my son

Nadiye izetova, 70 yasinda, Riza izetov'un annesi
Qurman, Kence koyii/Miroliubovka koyt, Krasnogvardeysk ilcesi
Oglu Rusya'da 19 yil yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis cezasina carptirild:

Guclu bir1 degilim, oglum
olmadan kendimi kotu
hissediyorum






Nadie raised Riza in such a way that her son would always be

able to lend a shoulder to others in a difficult situation. But she
did not expect that after his father died at the age of 23 years,

he would take responsibility for the whole family. In order to feed
his family, Riza dropped out of his studies at that time prestigious
Odesa Law Academy and went to trade at the market. Before that,
he had already learnt well what difficulties in life are. In the 1990s,
the family returned to Crimea from Fergana, lost all their savings
due to a failed investment in a credit co-operative to build a house,
and for some time they had to live in a semi-basement.

In time, life got better, but the problems did not end. Nadie hates
the searches because of the injustice and meanness of the law
enforcers. The first time they came to the Izetovs’ house on May 11,
2017 - they climbed over the fence and broke down the door. Nadie
tried to prepare herself for the second search, but when the law
enforcers came again, she was still scared and shocked.

That night - March 27, 2019 - Nadie was awake as if she sensed
what was coming. It was still dark in the morning, she pulled back
the curtain with her hand and was blinded by the bright light from
the headlights of a car that drove up to the house. That day, on their
street alone, the law enforcers conducted five searches at the same
time.

Breaking into the house, they twisted and threw Riza on the floor
while he screamed and begged them to let the women get dressed.
The law enforcers tore up all the bags of clothes and children’s
toys and scattered them around the house. “They were just

being rude”, says Nadie. The only thing they didn’t touch, having
listened to her request, were the bags of medicine. They must
have followed Riza and seen her son taking his mother to the
oncology clinic every day, so they believed that nothing forbidden
was there.

On March 10, 2022, a Russian court sentenced human rights
defender Riza Izetov to 19 years in a strict regime colony.

He is now being held in Prison No. 2 in Vladimir (also known
as Vladimir Central Prison), 1,800 kilometres from his home,
from where he is transferred to the colony. This year Riza

has turned 45 years old, five of which the father of two children
has spent behind bars.

Nadie can't get rid herself of the bitterness of anger at those

who took her son, but Riza says it is Allah’s will. His arrest left

his mother feeling devastated; to this day, Nadie cannot accept that
her dearest person has been imprisoned for non-existent terrorism
and often cries. “I can't sleep at night, I feel bad without him”,
Nadie says, covering her face with her hands.
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Nadiye Riza'y1 oyle bir yetistirmisti ki, oglu her zaman zor
durumda olanlara omuz verebilecekti. Ancak babasi 23 yasinda
oldiikten sonra Rizanin tim ailenin sorumlulugunu tUstlenmesini
beklemiyordu. Riza, ailesini gecindirmek i¢in o zamanlar
oldukgca prestijli olan Odesa Hukuk Akademisi'ndeki egitimini
yarida birakip pazarda ¢alismaya baslamisti. Ondan once de
hayatin zorluklarini zaten iyi bir sekilde tatmisti. 1990'larda
Fergana'dan Kirim'a donen aile, bir ev insa etmek icin kredi
kooperatifine yaptiklar: basarisiz yatirim nedeniyle tim
birikimlerini kaybetmis ve bir stire bodrum gibi bir yerde
yasamak zorunda kalmist.

Zamanla yasam diizeldi ama sorunlar bitmedi. Nadye, kolluk
kuvvetlerinin adaletsizligi ve acimasizligl ylizinden aramalardan
nefret ediyor. Izetovlarin evine ilk kez 11 Mayis 2017'de ¢itin
Uzerinden tirmanarak ve kapiy: kirarak girdiler. Nadiye kendini
ikinci aramaya hazirlamaya calisti, ancak kolluk kuvvetleri tekrar
geldiginde yine korku ve sok icindeydi.

27 Mart 2019 gecesi Nadiye sanki olacaklar: hissetmis gibi uyumada.

Sabah hava hala karanlikken eliyle perdeyi araladiginda eve dogru
gelen arabanin farlarindan gelen parlak isiklar gordu. O giin,
sadece onlarin yasadig: sokakta, kolluk kuvvetleri ayni anda bes
evde arama yapti.
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Eve zorla girdiklerinde Riza c¢igliklar atip kadinlara giyinmeleri
icin yalvarirken onu iki biiklim edip yere yatirdilar. Iginde giysi
ve cocuk oyuncaklari olan tim cantalar: yirttilar, evin etrafina
sactilar. «Kabaydilar, cok kotli davraniyorlardi» diye anlatiyor
kadin. Kadinin ricasini dinledikten sonra dokunmadiklar tek sey
ilag posetleriydi. Riza'y1 izleyip oglunun annesini her giin onkoloji
klinigine gotirduglini gormus olmalilar ki orada yasak bir sey
olmadigina kanaat getirdiler.

10 Mart 2022 tarihinde Rus mahkemesi insan haklar savunucusu
Riza Izetov'u maksimum glvenlikli bir cezaevinde 19 yil hapis
cezasina carptirdi. Izetov su anda evinden 1.800 kilometre
uzakliktaki Vladimir'de («Vladimirsky Tsentral» olarak da biliniyor)
bulunan 2 No'lu cezaevinde tutuluyor ve buradan bagka bir
cezaevine nakledilecek. Bu yil 45 yasina giren iki cocuk babasi Riza,
bu stirenin bes yilini hiicrede gegirdi.

Nadiye oglunu tutuklayanlara duydugu 6fkenin acisini tizerinden
atamiyor, ama Riza bunun Allah'in iradesi oldugunu séyliiyor.
Tutuklanmasi annesini yikima ugratti; Nadiye bugiin bile en
sevdigi insanin var olmayan bir terorizm yuzinden hapsedilmesini
kabullenemiyor ve sik sik agliyor. «Geceleri uyuyamiyorum,

onsuz kendimi kotl hissediyorum» diyor Nadiye elleriyle ylzunu
kapatarak.



Edae Ilyasova, 66 years old, mother of Emil Ziyadinov
Oktyabrske village, Krasnogvardiyskyi District
Her son was sentenced to 17 years in a high-security colony

['ve never cried before.
At my son's tnal — for the first
time, he was surprised

Edaye ilyasova, 66 yasinda, Emil Ziyadinov’un annesi
Qurman, Biiyiik Onlar qasabasi / Oktabr koyii, Krasnogvardeysk ilcesi
Oglu Rusya'da 17 yil yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis cezasina carptirild:

Eskiden aglamazdim.
Oglumun durusmasinda
Lk kez agladim, o bile sasirdi






Edae has always wanted to be an example of strength and resilience
for her family. Even when things were really hard - after returning

to Crimea in the 1990s. First of all, for the sake of her sons, who were
still very young then. And even when the law enforcers came to search
the house of one of them - Emil Ziyadinov - Edae did not cry. She still
remembers the look in her grandchildren’s eyes that morning on July
7,2020. They didn't cry either, but there was no more mischievousness
in their eyes either; her son’s children had grown up in one day.

Edae did not miss a single court hearing on Emil’s case. For a whole
year, every week, without exception, she travelled hundreds of
kilometres to Rostov-on-Don, where her son was transferred.

For the first time in her life Edae cried when she saw Emil behind
bars, and he was very surprised. The son was used to his mother
being the embodiment of great strength and resilience.

On April 19, 2022, a Russian court sentenced Emil Ziyadinov,

a Crimean Tatar activist and father of four children, to 17 years

in a strict regime colony. He is now being held in prison No. 2

in Lipetsk region in Russia and was transferred to the colony

in September this year. He is separated from his family by

1500 kilometres. In June, Emil turned 40 years old, four of which he
has spent in detention.

Edae’s thoughts are all about Emil. Even when you ask her to talk
about herself and her life, she always comes back to her son.

She says that they have always supported each other mutually.
Now Edae helps Emil's wife Elvia to bring up four boys. Children
sometimes run into her room and distract her from sad thoughts.
However, Edae says that she only truly lives when she sees her son
once a year.
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Edaye daima yakinlari i¢in bir gli¢ ve yilmazlik 6rnegi olmak
istemisti. En zor zamanlarda, 1990'larda Kirim'a dondiikten
sonra bile. Her seyden once, o zamanlar heniiz ¢cok kiiciik olan
ogullarinin iyiligi icin. Kolluk kuvvetleri onlardan birinin,

Emil Ziyadinov'un evini aramaya geldiklerinde bile Edaye aglamad.

O sabah, 7 Temmuz 2020'de torunlarinin gozlerindeki baki hala
aklinda. Onlar da aglamamisti, ama bakislar1 artik cocuk bakislari
degildi, ogullarinin ¢ocuklar: bir glinde buyumustu.

Edaye, Emil'in davasi sirasinda tek bir durusmayi bile kacirmada.
Bir y1l boyunca, istisnasiz her hafta, oglunun nakledildigi Rostov-
na-Donu'ya yuzlerce kilometre yol kat etti. Edaye hayatinda ilk
kez Emil'i demir parmakliklar ardinda gordugiinde agladi ve Emil
cok sasirdi. Oglu, annesinin buiyuk bir kuvvet ve direng timsali
olmasina aliskinda.
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19 Nisan 2022 tarihinde Rus mahkemesi, Kirim Tatar aktivist

ve dort cocuk babast Emil Ziyadinov'u maksimum guivenlikli
bir cezaevinde 17 y1l hapis cezasina ¢arptirdi. Su anda Lipetsk
vilayetindeki 2 numarali hapishanede tutuluyor ve bu yil

Eylul ayinda nihai kalacag: cezaevine aktarilacak. Ailesinden
1500 kilometre uzakta tutuluyor. Haziran ayinda 40 yasina giren
Emil, bu sturenin dort yilini hapishanede gegirdi.

Edaye'nin aklindaki tek diisince Emil. Kendisi ve hayat: hakkinda
konusmasi istendiginde bile, her zaman oglunu anlatiyor. Her zaman
karsilikli olarak birbirlerini desteklediklerini soyliiyor. Simdi Edaye,
Emil'in esi Elviye'nin dort erkek cocugunu yetistirmesine yardimci
oluyor. Cocuklar bazen odasina kosuyor ve onu tziicu distiincelerden
uzaklastiriyor. Ancak yine de Edaye, sadece oglunu gordiigiinde,

o da yilda bir kez, gercekten yasadigini itiraf ediyor.



Emine Abdulganieva, 51 years old, mother of Eskender Abdulganiev
Amurske village, Krasnogvardiyskyi District
Her son was sentenced to 12 years in a strict regime colony

I'm decorating the house

so that when my son comes
back, he'll bring his bride here

Emine Abdulganiyeva, 51 yasinda, Eskender Abdulganiyev’in annesi
Qurman, Alabas Qonrat koyu / Amurskoe koyti, Krasnogvardeysk ilcesi
Oglu Rusya'da 12 yil yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis cezasina carptirild:

Oglum gelinini buraya
getirsin diye evi susluyorum
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Emine Abdulganieva wanted to be a designer from childhood.

In her youth, she was trained as a seamstress, but was never able
to embody her dream because of the conditions that the Soviet
regime created for Crimean Tatars in Crimea. When the family
returned to the peninsula from deportation, Emine was frightened
by the lack of comfort - no schools, no buses, no one would hire
her for a job, even one that did not require education. She was
constantly rejected because Emine is a Crimean Tatar. So she went
to Moscow for some time and there she traded vegetables at the
market. When she returned home, she settled in the village of
Iskra, Krasnohvardiyskyi district. Mum and dad have always been
Eskender’s main example in life.

Emine always speaks of her son with great warmth and love:

“In the damp prison rooms, my son loses all his youth. Time that
he could have spent with benefit in the home environment. If he
hadn’t been taken away, I think I would be babysitting his children
by now”, She often recalls Eskender’s childhood, but even more
often the day he was taken away from his family.

At five in the morning on February 14, 2019, armed men broke into
their house to search it. Eskender’s father Izet was not at home,

he was just returning from Rostov-on-Don, and when he received

a phone call telling him that his son had been arrested, the man felt
unwell. Eskender was laid face down on the floor and while the law
enforcers were going through his belongings, his sister Ulviye was
crying and Emine was holding her heart and could not understand
what was happening.

How could her well-mannered and honest son be accused?

Can he be taken away? Why? Emine also thought about her
great-grandmother, whose husband was shot by the Germans and
then the Soviets deported her from Crimea with her five children.
She could not accept the arrest of her son. Shortly before the
verdict, Emine came out with a solitary picket against the fact
that her Eskender, who was only 21 years old at the time, was
called a terrorist for nothing. This injustice she could not tolerate.
Later, a Russian court fined Emine 10,000 rubles [~$116] for
violating the picketing order.

On November 3, 2020, a Russian court sentenced Eskender
Abdulganiev to 12 years in a strict regime colony. He was recently
transferred from one penal colony to another - as a “persistent
offender”. Now Eskender is kept in Kemerovo - 4700 kilometres
away from home. In the previous colony he spent 5 months in

a solitary confinement cell. Simply because the authorities wanted
it that way. This year Eskender will turn 27, he has been behind
bars for five years.

At first, Emine was feeling down and the earth was falling
away from under her feet, but with great effort she overcame
her feelings of powerlessness and devastation. She says her
faith and work keep her on track. And her designer skills have
also come in handy. Emine has decided to make the house
bigger and is trying hard to make it nice and cosy so that when
Eskender returns, he will be able to bring his bride here and
be happy here.
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Emine Abdulganiyeva cocuklugundan beri tasarimci olmak
istiyordu. Gencliginde terzilik egitimi almis, ancak Sovyet rejiminin
Kirim'da Kirim Tatarlar: i¢in yarattig1 kosullar nedeniyle bu hayalini
hichir zaman gerceklestirememisti. Aile surglinden yarimadaya
dondiginde, Emine rahatlarinin bozulacagindan korkuyordu: okul
yoktu, otobis yoktu, kimse ise alinmiyordu, egitim gerektirmeyen
islere bile. Emine Kirim Tatar1 oldugu icin strekli reddediliyordu.
Daha sonra bir streligine Moskova'ya gidip orada pazarda sebze
satti. Memleketine dondiigiinde Krasnogvardeysky ilcesindeki Iskra
koylne yerlesti. Anne ve babasi her zaman Eskender'in hayattaki
en onemli ornekleri olmustu.

Emine oglundan her zaman buyuk bir sicaklik ve sevgiyle bahseder,
«Oglum o pis hapishane odalarinda tim gencligini harciyor. Ev
ortaminda faydali seylerle gecirebilecegi zamani orada kaybediyor.
Eger gotirulmemis olsaydi, sanirim simdi onun ¢ocuklarina
bakiyor olacaktim» diye anlatiyor kadin. Sik sik Eskender'in
cocuklugunu, ama daha ¢ok da ailesinden alindig1 gtinu hatirliyor.

14 Subat 2019 sabahi saat beste, silahli adamlar evlerini aramak
icin iceri daldi. Eskender'in babasi Izet evde degildi, Rostov-na-
Donu'dan yeni dontiyordu ve oglunun tutuklandigini bildiren bir
telefon aldiginda, adam kendini kotu hissetti. Eskender ytizuisti
yere yatirilmisti ve kolluk kuvvetleri esyalarini karistirirken kiz
kardesi Ulviye agliyor, Emine ise kalbini tutuyor ve ne oldugunu
anlayamiyordu.
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Neden onun iyi huylu ve diirust oglu suclaniyor? Onu gotirebilirler
mi? Neden? Emine, kocasi Almanlar tarafindan vurulan ve ardindan
Sovyetler tarafindan bes cocuguyla birlikte Kirim'dan strtilen
blytk biytukannesini de hatirladi. Oglunun tutuklanmasini
kabullenemedi. Emine, mahkeme kararindan kisa bir stire once,

o sirada hentiz 21 yasinda olan Eskender'ine durduk yere terorist
denmesine karsi tek basina protesto eylemi yapti. Bu adaletsizlige
tahammul edemiyordu. Daha sonra Rus mahkemesi Emine'yi
protesto eylemi kuralini ihlal ettigi i¢in 10,000 ruble [~116$] para
cezasina carptirdi.

3 Kasim 2020 tarihinde Rus mahkemesi Eskender Abdulganiyev'
12 y1l maksimum guivenlikli bir cezaevinde tutma cezas: verdi.
Yakin zamanda bir 1slah kolonisinden digerine «kotu niyetli suclu»
olarak nakledildi. Eskender simdi evinden 4.700 kilometre uzakta,
Kemerovo'da bulunuyor. Bir onceki hapishanede 5 ayini cezai tecrit
odasinda gegirdi. Sirf yetkililer oyle istedigi icin. Eskender bu yil
27 yasina girecek ve bes yildir hapiste.

Emine ilk baslarda kendini ¢aresiz hissediyordu ve yer ayaklarinin
altindan kayip gidiyordu, ancak buyuk zorluklarla gtucsuzlik ve
terk edilmislik duygularinin Ustesinden geldi. Inancinin ve isinin
onu ayakta tuttugunu soyluyor. Tasarim becerileri de ise yariyor.
Emine evi genisletmeye karar verdi ve Eskender dondiiglinde
gelinini buraya getirebilmesi ve burada mutlu olabilmesi icin evi
glizel ve rahat bir hale getirmek i¢in ¢ok ¢alisiyor.



Lilya Seitumerova, 57 years old, mother of Seitumer Seitumerov,

Osman Seitumerov, and Abdulmedzhyt Seitumerov

Bakhchysarai city

Her older sons were sentenced to 17 and 14 years of imprisonment in a strict
regime colony, and a trial has begun over the youngest son

I heard the verdict
on my sons — and time
stopped for me

Liliya Seyitumerova, 57 yasinda, Seyitumer, Osman ve Abdulmecit
Seyitumerovlarin annesi,

Bagcasaray / Bahcesaray

Biiyiik ogullar1 Rusya'da 17 ve 14 y1l yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis
cezalarina carptirildi. En kiiciik ogul icin bir dava ve durusma basladi

Ogullarimin mahkeme
kararlarint duyunca zaman
benim icin durdu






Lilya Seytumerova is a mother of three political prisoners. She has
twice survived a search by Russian security forces in her home.
The first time was on March 11, 2020. She saw with her own eyes
how the FSS took away her middle son Osman. And she remembers
how it became twice as painful when she learnt that the eldest,
Seytumer, was also taken away that day. The woman’s heart could
hardly bear it.

On August 24, 2023, the worst day of Lilya’s life happened again:
the security forces came for Abdulmejit, the youngest of her
sons. Abdulmejit’s baby was not even two months old at the time,
just as Seytumer’s son had been when he was taken away.

Since that day Lilya has been living like in a terrible dream,
all the good things have remained somewhere in the past.

She recalls with nostalgia how she graduated from a teacher
training college, got married and returned to Crimea with

her husband and Seytumer. How she got a job as a teacher in
Bakhchysarai school and two more sons were born. She tells
with warmth what smart and diligent boys were growing up,
attentive to their parents and hardworking. Lilya is very proud
of her sons.

All three of them grew up on the memories of their grandmother
Fatma, who told us a lot about the horrors of deportation. And they
always remembered the fate of their great-grandfather Mustafa
Murtaza, the imam-principal of the Tahtali-Jami Mosque in
Bakhchysarai, who was shot in 1938 for “counter-revolutionary
activities”. According to Soviet accusations, the imam wanted
Turkey to annex Crimea. After the collapse of the Soviet Union,
Mustafa Murtaza was rehabilitated in 1991. Could Lilya have
imagined that her sons would fall under the same repression
machine as their relatives in the last century?

Throughout the trial, she tried to come to every hearing in the
case of Seytumer and Osman to Rostov, hundreds of kilometres
away from Crimea. Whenever possible, she thanked the people
who helped her get there and all those who came to support
her. The verdict on her eldest sons came as a huge shock to her:
“When I heard how long they are sentenced to, time stopped
for me. I looked at my innocent children and my heart was torn
to pieces by the fact that I could do nothing to help them”.

The hardest thing for all three of her children in detention is not
seeing their families, not raising their children and not sharing with
them the happiest and most special moments of their growing up.

Seytumer and Osman, who turned 36 and 32 years old this year
accordingly, are now being held in a prison in the city of Vladimir,
2,000 kilometres from home. In October 2021, a Russian court
sentenced them to 17 and 14 years in prison, and they have been
in custody for four years. Abdulmejit is still in pre-trial detention
facility No. 1 in Rostov-on-Don, more than 700 kilometres from
Crimea. There he is waiting for the start of the trial against him
and other defendants in the case. Lilya’s younger son faces up

to 20 years in prison on charges of participation in a terrorist
organisation; he will turn 25 on August 27.

“Despite the difficulties, we try to move on with our lives knowing
that our sons are innocent. The elders had 60 defence witnesses

at their trial, people collected 200 signatures in their support and

to this day they still ask how they feel. We have one joy now - our
grandchildren, but it is a pity that they are growing up without
their fathers’ attention and care. My sons are sure that all these
challenges are temporary and they will surely end with a favourable
outcome. Even though we are separated by distance, we are always
with them in heart and soul”, says Lilya Seytumerova.
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Lilya Seytumerova Ug siyasi mahkiimun annesi. Rus givenlik
glicleri evinde iki kez arama yaptilar. 1lki 11 Mart 2020'de

yapildi. Federal Glivenlik Servisinin ortanca oglu Osman'i nasil
goturduklerini kendi gozleriyle gordu. En buytk oglu Seytumer'in
de o glin goturuldigint 6grenince acisinin iki katina ¢iktigini
hatirliyor. Kadinin kalbi buna az kaldi dayanamiyordu.

24 Agustos 2023'te Lilyanin hayatinin en kot glinu tekrar
yasandi: glivenlik glicleri ogullarinin en kiiciigii olan Abdulmecit
icin geldiler. Abdulmecit'in bebegi o sirada Seytumer'in
goturuldigindeki oglu gibi iki aylik bile degildi.

O glinden beri Lilya korkung bir riyadaymis gibi yasiyor, tim

iyi seyler ge¢cmiste bir yerlerde kaldi. Ogretmen okulundan nasil
mezun oldugunu, evlendigini, kocasi ve Seytumer'le birlikte Kirim'a
nasil donduglinu nostaljiyle hatirliyor. Bahcesaray'da bir okulda
ogretmen olarak ise basladigini ve iki oglunun daha dogdugunu.

Ne kadar akilli ve caliskan cocuklar yetistirdigini, ebeveynlerine
karsi ne kadar ilgili ve caligkan olduklarini igtenlikle anlatiyor.
Lilya ogullariyla cok gurur duyuyor.

Ucli de, onlara strginiin dehseti hakkinda ¢ok sey anlatan
buylikanneleri Fatma'nin anilariyla buytdu. Buytk babalar1 Mustafa
Murtazanin -Bahcesaray'daki Tahtali Caminin imam-hatibi olan ve
1938 yilinda «karsi-devrimci faaliyetler» nedeniyle kursuna dizilen
buylik dedesinin- kaderini her zaman hatirladilar. Sovyetlerin
suclamalarina gore imam, Turkiye'nin Kirim' iggal etmesini
istiyordu. SSCBnin ¢okustinden sonra Mustafa Murtazanin 1991'de
itibar1 iade edildi. Lilya, ogullarinin gecen yuizyildaki akrabalariyla
ayni zulum makinesinin altina diisecegini tahmin edebilir miydi?

Dava boyunca Seytumer ve Osman'in her durusmasina Kirim'dan
yuzlerce kilometre uzaktaki Rostov'a gelmeye calisti. Her firsatta,
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oraya ulagmasina yardimci olanlara ve onu desteklemeye gelen
herkese tesekkiir ediyordu. En buyik ogullarinin cezasi annesi igin
buytk bir sok oldu. «Verilen agir cezalar1 duydugumda benim i¢in
zaman durdu. Masum cocuklarima bakip durdum, onlara yardim
etmek i¢in hichir sey yapamayacagim gercegi kalbimi paramparca
etti» diye anlatiyor Lilya.

Cezaevindeki U¢ cocugu icin de en zor sey ailelerini gorememek,
cocuklarini buyttememek ve buytime streclerinin en mutlu ve
essiz anlarini onlarla paylasamamak.

Bu yil sirasiyla 36 ve 32 yasina basan Seytumer ve Osman, su
anda evlerinden 2.000 kilometre uzakliktaki Vladimir kentinde
bir cezaevinde tutuluyorlar. Ekim 2021'de Rus mahkemesi onlar:
17 ve 14 y1l hapis cezasina carptirdi ve dort yildir hapisteler.
Abdulmecit halen Kirim'dan 700 kilometreden uzakta bulunan
Rostov-na-Donu'daki 1 No'lu gozalti merkezinde tutuluyor. Orada
kendisine ve davadaki diger saniklara karsi agilacak davanin
baslamasini bekliyor. Lilyanin en kiigik, 27 Agustos'ta 25 yasina
girecek olan oglu bir teror orgtitiine katilmak su¢lamasiyla 20 yila
kadar hapis cezasiyla kars: karsiya.

«Yasadigimiz zorluklara ragmen ogullarimizin masum
oldugunu bilerek hayatimiza devam etmeye calisiyoruz.
Blyuk ogullarimizin durusmalarinda 60 savunma tanigi
vardi, insanlar onlar1 desteklemek i¢in 200 imza topladi

ve buglin hala sagliklarinin nasil oldugunu soruyorlar.
Artik tek bir sevincimiz var: torunlarimiz, ama ne yazik ki
babalarinin ilgi ve aldkasindan yoksun biyuyorlar. Ogullarim
tim bu sinavlarin gecici oldugundan ve mutlaka olumlu
bir sonugla biteceginden eminler. Aramizda mesafeler olsa
da, kalbimiz ve ruhumuzla her zaman onlarin yanindayiz»
diyor Lilya Seytumerova.



Khatidzhe Nimetulaeva, 57 years old, mother of Remzi Nimetulaev
Bakhchysarai city
A trial has begun against her son

When my son is released,
I will be drowning
in bouquets of flowers

Hatice Nimetulayeva, 57 yasinda, Remzi Nimetulayev’'in annesi
Bagcasaray / Bahcesaray
Oglunun durusmasi basladi

Oglum dondugunde
cicek icinde bogulacagim






“All the best things start at the feet of mothers”, Remzi Nimetulaev
writes to his mother from the pre-trial detention facility.
Khatidzhe’s son was arrested by Russian security forces on
August 24, 2023 on charges of organising a terrorist community.

She tells with great warmth how she and her newborn baby

Remzi were in the hospital for a long time, how she moved from
Uzbekistan to Crimea and raised three small children. Not without
difficulties, but the family coped. Khatidzhe taught Crimean Tatar
at a brand new national school - at first facultatively, just two hours
a week, then more and more. Remzi graduated from the same
school where his mother taught. He grew up an active and decent
boy. “If you say I'm praising him, I'm not. His friends will confirm”,
Khatidzhe says confidently.

She recalls the search with horror. August 24, 2023 is as terrible
a day for her as May 18, 1944, the day the deportation of Crimean
Tatars began. Relatives took Khatidzhe and her husband away from

the place of search, she was worried and fainted. When she woke
up after the ambulance arrived, she could not calm down, tears
were flowing: “I realised that I could not help my son. That his
family - his wife and five beautiful daughters — were left without
a main provider. And that there was no one else in this house to
protect and care for this family”.

Remzi Nimetulaev is now being held in pre-trial detention
facility No. 1 in Rostov-on-Don, more than 700 kilometres
from Bakhchysarai. He is awaiting the start of his trial there
and faces up to 20 years in prison. A year has passed since
Remzi’s arrest.

Despite the predictable verdict, he is not discouraged and
encourages his family in letters. He strongly regrets that he can't
come to his mum’s house on Friday with a bouquet as he always
used to do. “Remzi promises he’ll catch up with it. Says I'll drown
in bouquets as soon as he gets back”, Khatidzhe smiles.
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Remzi Nimetulayev tutuklu bulundugu gozalti merkezinden
annesine «Blitun glzel seyler annelerin ayaklarinin altinda» diye
yaziyor. Hatice'nin oglu 24 Agustos 2023 tarihinde Rus giivenlik
gugleri tarafindan tercrist bir toplulugu orgiitlemek suglamasiyla
tutuklanda.

Hatice, yeni dogan Remzi ile uzun suire hastanede nasil yattigini,
Ozbekistan'dan Kirim'a nasil tasindigini ve ti¢ kiictik cocugu nasil
blyuttiginu buyuk bir ictenlikle anlatiyor. Yepyeni bir milli
mektepte Kirim Tatarca dersleri veriyordu, ilk basta se¢meli ders
olarak, haftada sadece iki saat, sonra daha fazla ders vermeye
basladi. Remzi annesinin 0gretmenlik yaptig1 okuldan mezun
olmustu. Aktif ve durlst bir cocuk olarak buyumiusti. «Onu
ovdigumu duslinuyorsaniz, aslinda hi¢ de ovmuyorum. Arkadaslar
da boyle oldugunu dogrulayacaklardir» diye gtivence veriyor
Hatice.

Arama surecini dehsetle hatirliyor. 24 Agustos 2023 onun icin Kirim
Tatar surglininun basladig: 18 Mayis 1944 glinu kadar korkung.
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Akrabalar1 Hatice ve esini arama yerinden goturdiler, ¢inku Hatice
asir1 heyecandan bayildi. Ambulans geldikten sonra ayildiginda
sakinlesemiyordu, gozlerinden yaslar akiyordu: «Ogluma yardim
edemeyecegimi anladim. Ailesinin —karisi ve bes glizel kizi-
gecimini saglayan birinden yoksun kaldigini anladim. Bu evde artik
bu aileyi koruyacak ve bakacak baska kimse olmadigini anladim»
diye anlatmaya devam ediyor.

Remzi Nimetulayev su anda Bahc¢esaray'dan 700 kilometreden daha
uzakta bulunan Rostov-na-Donu'daki 1 No'lu gozalt: merkezinde
tutuluyor. Burada yargilanmasinin baslamasini bekliyor ve 20 yila
kadar hapis cezasiyla karsi karsiya. Remzinin tutuklanmasinin
Uzerinden bir yil gecti.

Ongoriilebilir karara ragmen cesaretini kaybetmiyor ve ailesini de
mektuplarla desteklemeye calisiyor. Cuma giini annesinin evine
her zaman yaptig1 gibi bir demet cicekle gelemedigi icin ¢ok tzgun.
«Remzi bunu telafi edecegine soz veriyor. Doner donmez ciceklere
bogulacagimi soyliuyor» diye gulumsiyor Hatice.



Esma Mustafaeva, 63 years old, mother of Seydamet Mustafaev
Bakhchysarai city
A trial has begun against her son

When my son was taken
away, my heart and soul —
everything hurt

Esma Mustafayeva, 63 yasinda, Seydamet Mustafayev’in annesi
Bagcasaray / Bahcesaray
Oglunun durusmasi basladi

Oglum goturulurken
hem kalbim hem canim
paramparcaydi»






They broke into the house at four in the morning. The son went
out first, so that the family had time to get dressed, and he was
pushed against the wall. They took the phones and woke up the
children. The residents’ questions about what was going on were
not answered. It is a humiliating situation: your house is yours,
but you are no longer the owner of it.

This is how Esma Mustafaeva describes the search carried
out by security forces on August 24, 2023. Seidamet was

then charged under a terrorist article, planted with a book
banned in Russia and taken away from home. For many years,
Esma thinks.

During the first court hearing, when Seidamet was being sentenced
to a preventive measure, the law enforcers forced his father Enver
into a prisoner transport vehicle. He spent 24 hours in a temporary
detention centre for allegedly violating public order and disobeying
the police. Twenty other men detained with him spent three to
seven days each.

His acquaintances from Bakhchysarai and beyond all over Crimea
do not doubt that Seidamet is not guilty. “Wherever I come, I talk to
people - and they know my son. They always say they don't believe
he is guilty. They send their best regards and wish him a quick
return’, Esma says sadly.

Mother tells how Seidamet tried to help her from a young age and
got along with everyone. He used to go to the forest for firewood
and collect twigs to heat the stove, and he never quarrelled with
anyone at school.

He did not finish his studies at the Madrasa but found himself
in activism and citizen journalism, Esma said. Searches, trials,

detentions - Seidamet is always in the thick of things: he films,
broadcasts and interviews for Crimean Solidarity.

“Although we have experienced searches more than once, there is
no escape from grief. When they took him away, everything hurt
me - my heart and soul. For eight months we were not allowed to
see him. And when they finally allowed me to see him in the pre-
trial detention facility, I looked at him and felt so sorry for my son.
That he is not guilty, but he can't prove it. No one listens to him and
no one will listen to him”, says Esma.

It is particularly painful for a mother to know how much Seidamet
misses his children, he has four of them. That he hasn’t had

time to spend with his newborn son, who will soon be a year old.
That he does not help his parents, who have been affected by his
arrest. He often writes in his letters: “When [ am free, I will bring
you coffee in bed. I will kiss your hands and bow at your feet”.

Seidamet Mustafayev is now in pre-trial detention facility No. 1

in Rostov-on-Don - more than 700 kilometres away from his native
Bakhchysarai. He is waiting for the start of the trial against him
and the other five defendants in the case. Seidamet faces up to

20 years in prison under the article on participation in the activities
of a terrorist organisation. He has turned 29 years old this year and
has been behind bars for a year.

After her son’s arrest, Esma’s life changed forever. Although

her grandchildren are growing up close by and people around
her support their family, there is no longer the same joy:

“When I cook something tasty, I want my son to try it. Friends
come, acquaintances. We are never without guests. People try
to distract us, make us happy with small gifts. And everything
seems to be normal, but maternal pain cannot be drowned out”.
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Sabahin dordiinde eve daldilar ve hemen odalarina kostular.
Ailenin giyinmek icin zamani olsun diye once Seydamet ¢ikti ve
onu duvara dayadilar. Telefonlar: aldilar ve ¢cocuklar: uyandirdilar.
Bizim neler olup bittigine dair sorularimizi yanitlamadilar. Bu
asagilayici bir durumdu, eviniz sizin ama artik onun sahibi
degilsiniz.

Esma Mustafayeva 24 Agustos 2023 tarihinde gtivenlik glicleri
tarafindan yapilan aramay1 boyle anlatiyor. Oglu Seydamet daha
sonra teroristlikle ilgili kanun maddesiyle suglandi, Rusya'da
yasaklanmisg bir kitap eline tutusturuldu ve evinden uzaklastirildi.
Esma uzun yillar i¢in oldugundan emin...

[lk durusma sirasinda, Seydamet'e dnleyici tedbir cezas
verilirken, kolluk kuvvetleri babasi Enver'i zorla bir gozalti
merkezine goturdi. Kamu dizenini ihlal ettigi ve polise itaatsizlik
ettigi iddiasiyla gegici bir gozalti merkezinde 24 saat kaldi. Onunla
birlikte gozaltina alinan yirmi kisinin her biri U¢ ila yedi gin bu
merkezde kaldi.

Bahcesaray'dan ve Kirim'in dort bir yanindan tanidiklar:
Seydamet'in su¢suz oldugundan sliphe etmiyor. «Nereye gidersem
gideyim, insanlarla konusuyorum, oglumu taniyorlar. Her zaman
onun suclu olduguna inanmadiklarini soyluyorlar. Selam verip bir
an once donmesini diliyorlar» diyor Esma htiziinle.

Esma, Seydamet'in kiiciik yastan itibaren ona nasil yardimci
olmaya caligtigini ve herkesle nasil iyi gecindigini anlatiyor.
Yakacak odun icin ormana giderdi, sobay: yakmak icin dal toplard:
ve okulda hic kimseyle tartigsmazdi.

Kadin, oglunun medresedeki egitimini tamamlamadigini, ama

kendini aktivizm ve yurttas gazeteciliginin icinde buldugunu
soyluyor. Aramalar, durusmalar, gozaltilar... Seydamet her zaman
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olaylarin i¢inde, «Kirim Dayanigmasi» icin video ¢ekiyor, yayin
yapiyor, roportajlar yapiyordu.

«Birden fazla kez arama tecriibesi yasamamiza ragmen, kederden
kacis yok. Oglumu alip goturdiiklerinde canim, kalbim paramparca
oldu. Sekiz ay boyunca onu gormemize izin vermediler. Sonunda
gozalti merkezinde ziyaretime izin verdiklerinde ona baktim ve
oglum i¢in ¢ok tiztildim. Sugsuz oldugunu soyluyor, ama bunu
kanitlayamiyor. Kimse onu dinlemiyor ve dinlemeyecek de» diyor
Esma.

Seydamet'in dort cocugunu ne kadar 6zledigini bilmek bir

anne icin ozellikle ac1 verici. Yakinda bir yasina girecek olan

yeni dogmus ogluyla gecirecek zamani olmadigini bilmek...
Tutuklanmasi nedeniyle zarar goren anne ve babasina yardim
etmedigini... Mektuplarinda sik sik soyle yaziyor: «Serbest
kaldigimda sana yatagina kahve getirecegim. Ellerinizi 6pecegim ve
ayaklariniza kapanacagim».

Seydamet Mustafayev su anda, memleketi Bahgesaray'dan 700
kilometreden daha uzakta, Rostov-na-Donu'daki 1 Nolu gozalti
merkezinde bulunuyor. Kendisine ve davadaki diger bes saniga
karsi acilan davanin baglamasini bekliyor. Seydamet, bir teror
orgltinun faaliyetlerine katilma sucu kapsaminda 20 yila kadar
hapis cezasiyla kars: karsiya. Bu y1l 29 yasina giren Seydamet bir
yildir kafes iginde.

Oglunun tutuklanmasindan sonra Esmanin hayat1 tamamen degisti.
Torunlan yakinlarda buyliyor ve cevresindeki insanlar ailelerini
destekliyor olsa da, ayni nese artik yok: «Lezzetli bir sey pisirdigimde
oglumun denemesini istiyorum. Arkadaslar geliyor, tanidiklar
geliyor. Highir zaman misafirsiz kalmiyoruz. Insanlar dikkatimizi
dagitmaya, kiiglik hediyelerle bizi mutlu etmeye calisiyor. Ve her sey
normal gibi gortintyor, ama anne acisi ge¢miyors.



Zarema Akhtemova, 47 years old, mother of Aziz Akhtemov
Pervomayske village, Simferopol District
Her son was sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment in a strict regime colony

I thought I would never see
my son again

Zarema Ahtemova, 47 yasinda, Aziz Ahtemov’un annesi
Agmescit, Biy Tanis koyii / Pervomayskoye koyii, Simferopol ilcesi
Oglu Rusya'da 13 yil yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis cezasina carptirildi

Oglumu bir daha
asla goremeyecegimi
dusunmustum






Zarema Akhtemova answers questions shyly and briefly, as if she
does not want to take time away from her interlocutor. But behind
her answers lies a great maternal love and deep concern for the
fate of her son, 28 years old Aziz Akhtemov, who was kidnapped,
tortured, charged by Russian security services under articles on
sabotage and smuggling of explosives, and subsequently sentenced.

“It was the scariest night of my life, Zarema says about the search
from September 3 to 4, 2021, at Aziz’s home. - It is impossible to
convey in words what I experienced. We called all the authorities,
the police and the FSS. They all said the same thing - that my son
was nowhere to be found. All night I couldn’t find a place. I thought
I would never see him again. My heart froze with fear that I had lost
him”.

When Aziz was a child, he was active and independent. His mother
tells stories about how he used to get out of his cot and go for

a walk in the neighbours’ yard. Or how once he dismantled a new
typewriter, brought the parts to his grandfather and asked him if he
needed parts. And another time, when grandfather was driving the
cattle to the pasture, four-year-old Aziz went out to meet the bull
and hit him on the face with the palm of his hand - he froze from
surprise.

Zarema says that as an adult, her son easily got close to people, helped
strangers and genuinely loved his work. He could even go to the
service station in the middle of the night to help the guys repair a car.

When Aziz was arrested, his family tried to come to all

the hearings. Russian security forces accused Zarema’s son of
sabotaging a gas pipeline in the village of Perevalnoye and illegally
acquiring an explosive device and smuggling it, committed by

a group of persons. When it was possible to get to the court for

the hearings, it was very difficult for the mother not to cry, to see
her loved one a few metres away, but not allowed to touch or talk
to him.

On September 21, 2022, a Russian court sentenced Aziz, his cousin
Asan Akhtemov and the chairman of the Mejlis of the Crimean
Tatar people Nariman Dzhelyal. Zarema’s son received 13 years

in prison. This day changed her life forever: “Like all mothers

of sons who were illegally imprisoned, I suffered the verdict hard,
with bitterness in my heart”.

Aziz Akhtemov is now being held in Prison No. 2 in the town
of Yeniseysk, Krasnoyarsk Krai, 5,500 kilometres from home.
He has been behind bars for almost three of his 28 years.

His wife and daughter are waiting for him at home.

Zarema doesn’t say much about herself: “I live an ordinary life,
I take care of the house and the household, I grow flowers for
sale with my husband, and every time she returns to her son. -
He is sad not to see his daughter growing up. He dreams of
returning to Crimea, sitting at the same table with his family
and friends. This is his greatest sadness”.
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Zarema Ahtemova, sanki muhatabindan zaman ¢almak
istemiyormus gibi sorulara utangac ve kisa cevaplar veriyor. Ancak
cevaplarinin arkasinda buiylik bir anne sevgisi ve kagirilan, iskence
goren, Rus glivenlik guigleri tarafindan sabotaj ve patlayict madde
kacakegiligi ile suglanan ve daha sonra mahkim edilen 28 yasindaki
oglu Aziz Ahtemov'un kaderi i¢in derin bir endise yatiyor.

Zarema, 3-4 Eylul 2021 tarihleri arasindaki Aziz'in evinde yapilan
aramayla ilgili olarak «Hayatimin en korkung gecesiydi» diyor.
«Yasadiklarimi kelimelerle ifade etmek miimktin degil. Tim
yetkilileri, polisi ve Glivenlik Servisi gorevlilerini aradik. Hepsi
ayni seyi soyledi, oglumun higbir yerde bulunamadigini soylediler.
Bitln gece sakinlesemedim. Onu bir daha asla goremeyecegimi
disindim. Onu kaybettigim korkusuyla kalbim yerinden ¢ikacak
gibi oldu» diye anlatiyor Esma.

Aziz cocukken cok hareketli ve bagimsizdi. Annesi onun besiginden
kalkip komsularin bahcesinde nasil ylrtyuse ¢iktigina dair hikayeler
anlatiyor. Ya da bir keresinde yeni bir daktiloyu nasil parcalara
ayirdigini, parcalar: buytkbabasina getirdigini ve ona parcalara
ihtiyaci olup olmadigini sordugunu... Bir baska seferinde de dedesi
sigirlar otlatmaya gotirirken dort yasindaki Aziz bogay: karsilamak
icin disar1 ¢ikip elinle hayvana vurdu: boga saskinliktan donakaldi.

Zarema, oglunun bir yetiskin olarak insanlarla kolayca
yakinlastigini, yabancilara yardim ettigini ve igini gercekten
sevdigini anlatiyor. Hatta baska bir arabay1 tamir etmelerine yardim
etmek i¢in gecenin bir yarisi servis istasyonuna bile gidebiliyordu.
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Aziz tutuklandiginda ailesi tim durusmalara gelmeye calisti.

Rus glivenlik gtigleri Zarema'nin oglunu Perevalnoye koytndeki bir
gaz boru hattina sabotaj dizenlemek ve bir grup kisi tarafindan
yasadisi yollardan patlayict madde edinmek ve kacakgiligini
yapmakla sucladi. Durusmalar i¢in mahkemeye gitmek miimkin
oldugunda, anne i¢cin aglamamak, sevdigini birka¢ metre

otede gormek, ama ona dokunamamak ya da konusamamak

¢ok zordu.

21 Eylil 2022'de Rus mahkemesi Aziz, kuzeni Asan Ahtemov

ve Kirim Tatar Milli Meclisi Bagkan Yardimcisi Nariman Celal
hakkinda suglu karar1 verdi. Zaremanin ogluna 13 y1l hapis cezasi
verildi. O glin Zaremanin hayati bastan sona degisti: «Ogullar
yasadist olarak hapsedilen tiim anneler gibi ben de bu karari
yuregimde aciyla karsiladim» dedi.

Aziz Ahtemov su anda evinden 5.500 kilometre uzakliktaki
Krasnoyarsk Kray1'nin Yeniseysk kasabasindaki 2 Nolu cezaevinde
tutuluyor. 28 yasinin neredeyse U¢ yilini hapiste gecirdi. Esi ve kizi
onu evinde bekliyor.

Zarema kendinden pek bahsetmiyor: «Siradan bir hayat
yasiyorum, evle ilgileniyorum, kocamla birlikte satilik

cigekler yetistiriyoruz» diyor ve her climlesinde oglundan
bahsediyor. «Oglum kizinin buyudigunu goremedigi icin

Uzgun. Kirnm'a donmeyi, ailesi ve arkadaslariyla ayni masada
oturmay1 hayal ediyor. Bu imkansizlik onun en buytk tzuntisu»
diye anlatiyor.



Nina Danylovych, 76 years old, mother of Iryna Danylovych
Vladyslavivka village, Feodosia District

Her daughter was sentenced to 6 years and 11 months of imprisonment in
a strict regime colony

My daughter has been
fighting against injustice
since she was a little girl

Nina Danilovic, 76 yasinda, Irina Danilovi¢’in annesi
Kefe, Vladislavovka koyii / Vladislavovka koyii, Feodosiya ilcesi
K1z1 Rusya'da 6 y1l 11 ay hapis cezasina carptirildi

Kizim cocuklugundan ben
adaletsizlige karst mucadele
ediyor






Persecution, threats, kidnapping. Torture, fabrication of a criminal
case, total disregard for the law and human rights. Serious illness,
unfair judgement, death of her father. This is a summary of the

last two years of life of the Crimean activist and nurse Iryna
Danylovych, who fought corruption in medicine, talked about it

in the media, helped deceived medical staff and supported Crimean
Tatars. The repressive system was stronger. Russian law enforcers
fabricated a criminal case against Iryna for the acquisition

and possession of explosives, and the court found her guilty and
sentenced her to imprisonment.

Mother of 45-year-old Iryna, Nina Danylovych, said that her daughter
had been seeking the truth since she was a child: “She always

loved justice. Even at school, if something was not according to her
conscience, she fought for it”. Iryna dreamed of becoming a doctor
and tried twice to enter university. In the first year she did not have
enough credits, but she refused to pay a bribe. The next year Iryna
was able to enter medical college. The issue of corruption arose there
too, but she always remained principled. When one of the teachers
suggested that students buy a certain book, which would make it
easier to pass the subject, Iryna said that she knew enough without
it. “Such was her character”, her parents said.

The family came to Crimea in the 1980s from Belarus, the town
of Dokshytsy, Vitebsk region. Nina Dmytrivna worked for many
years as a secretary in the court, so when the law enforcers came
to search their house on April 29, 2022, she understood what was
happening.

“Iryna was at work. My husband’s phone was taken away at once,
but mine was in my pocket. When I felt quite bad, I went to the

bedroom and decided to dial Ira. Then her phone was off. As soon
as I put it in my pocket, they came in and demanded that I give it to
them. - Nina Dmytrivna recalled. - I thought at that time: how can
they conduct a search without Iryna? She should be present. I felt
sick and fainted”.

After the search, Iryna disappeared. Her parents searched for her
in hospitals, morgues, constantly demanding information from the
police. Meanwhile, FSS officers tortured their daughter in the pre-
trial detention facility. For a whole week they did not allow a lawyer
to see her, forced her to confess to state treason and cooperation
with the SSU, and threatened to take her to the forest. And when
they realised that it would be impossible to fabricate a case on this
charge, they planted 200 grams of homemade explosives and an
alkaline battery on Iryna.

The result was a parody of a trial and a guilty verdict. The Russian
court sentenced Iryna Danylovych to 7 years in prison; the appeal
reduced the sentence by one month. But the worst challenge for
her and her parents were the conditions of her detention, first in

a pre-trial detention facility, and after the verdict in a colony. Iryna
doesn’t actually receive any treatment behind bars. Otitis caused
regular headaches and hearing loss in one ear.

On August 1, 2024, Iryna’s father Bronislav Danylovych passed
away. For a long time he had been fighting cancer. Iryna could not
say goodbye to her father and see her mother. She has been behind
the bars for two years. Now she is being held in the women’s penal
colony No. 7 in Zelenokumsk town in Stavropol Krai of the Russian
Federation - 800 kilometres from home. She is still not receiving
medical care.
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Taciz, tehdit, adam kacirma. Iskence, uydurma ceza davasi, hukuka
ve insan haklarina tamamen saygisizlik. Ciddi hastalik, haksiz
yargilama, babasinin 6lumu. Bu, tipta riisvetle muicadele eden,
medyada bu konuda konusan, aldatilan doktorlara yardim eden

ve Kirim Tatarlarini destekleyen Kirimli aktivist ve hemgire Irina
Danilovi¢'in hayatinin son iki yilinin bir ozetidir. Baskici sistemin
daha gii¢li oldugu ortaya ¢ikti. Rus kolluk kuvvetleri Irina'ya kars:
patlayici madde satin almak ve bulundurmak sucundan bir ceza
davasi uydurdu ve mahkeme onu suclu bularak hapis cezasina
carptirdi.

45 yagindaki Irinanin annesi Nina Danilovic, kizinin
cocuklugundan beri gercegin pesinde gittigini soyledi: «O her
zaman adaleti severdi. Okuldayken bile vicdanina uymayan bir

sey oldugunda bunun i¢in muicadele ederdi». Irina doktor olmay1
hayal ediyordu ve iki kez tiniversiteye girmeyi denedi. 11k yil yeterli
puani alamadi, ama rusvet vermeyi reddetti. Ertesi yil Irina tip
fakiltesine girmeyi basardi. Risvet meselesi orada da ortaya ¢ikti,
ama o her zaman ilkeli davrandi. Ogretmenlerden biri, 6grencilere
dersi gecmeyi kolaylastiracak bir kitap almalarini énerdiginde
Irina, o olmadan da yeterince bilgi sahibi oldugunu soylerdi. «Onun
karakteri boyleydi» diyor ailesi.

Danilovig ailesi Kirim'a 1980'lerde Belarus'un Vitebsk vilayetindeki
Doksits1 kasabasindan gelmisti. Nina hanim uzun yillar
mahkemede katip olarak calistigi icin 29 Nisan 2022'de kolluk
kuvvetleri evlerini aramaya geldiginde neler oldugunu anlada.

«Kizim Ira isteydi. Esimin telefonunu hemen elinden aldilar, ama
benimki cebimdeydi. Kendimi ¢ok kotu hissettigimde yatak odasina
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gittim ve Ira'y1 aramaya karar verdim. O sirada telefonu kapaliydi.
Telefonu cebime koyar koymaz iceri girdiler ve onu vermemi
istediler» diye hatirliyor olaylar: Nina. «O anda soyle dustindum:
[rina olmadan nasil arama yapabilirler? O da burada bulunmaliyda.
Kendimi kotu hissettim ve tamamen yere ¢coktim»diyor kadin.

Aramadan sonra Irina ortadan kayboldu. Ailesi onu hastanelerde,
morglarda aradi ve polisten strekli bilgi talep etti. Bu arada Federal
Guvenlik Servisi memurlar: kizlarina durusma oncesi gozalti
merkezinde iskence yaptilar. Bir hafta boyunca bir avukatin onu
gormesine izin vermediler, onu devlete ihanet ve Ukrayna Glivenlik
Servisi ile ig birligi yaptigini itiraf etmeye zorladilar, onu ormana
gotirmekle tehdit ettiler. Bu suclamayla ilgili bir dava agmanin
imkéansiz oldugunu anladiklarinda ise Irinanin tizerinde 200 gram
ev yapimi patlayici ve bir alkalin pil bulundurmakla sucladilar.

Sonug olarak bir yargilama ve mahkimiyet rezaleti ortaya ¢ikt.
Rus mahkemesi Irina Danilovi¢'i 7 yil hapse mahk(m etti; temyizde
ceza bir ay indirildi. Ancak kendisi ve ailesi i¢in en kot ¢ile, once
mahkeme oOncesi gozalti merkezinde ve ceza verildikten sonra

da hapishanede tutulma kosullariydi. Irina parmakliklar ardinda
neredeyse hi¢ tedavi gormuyor. Orta kulak iltihabi, dizenli bas
agrilarina ve bir kulakta isitme kaybina neden oldu.

1 Agustos 2024'te Irina'nin babasi Bronislav Danilovi¢ dinyaya
gozlerini yumdu. Uzun suredir kanserle miuicadele ediyordu.

[rina babasina veda edemedi ve annesini goremedi. Iki yil boyunca
cezaevinde tutuluyor. Simdi evinden 800 kilometre uzakta,
Stavropol Kray'indaki Zelenokumsk’ta 7 Nolu kadin cezaevinde
tutuluyor. Hala tedavi alamiyor.



Lemara Umerova, 63 years old, mother of Amethan Umerov
Bakhchysarai city
A trial has begun against her son

I have no regrets that my son
1s on this path. He knew this
would happen

Lemara Umerova, 63 yasinda, Amethan Umerov’'un annesi
Oglunun durusmasi basladi
Bagcasaray / Bahcesaray

Oglumun bu yolda
olmasindan dolay1 hicbir
pismanhgim yok. Bunun
olacagin biliyordu






‘I don't have depression”, Lemara Umerova begins the conversation.
Yes, her life has changed dramatically and she misses her son very
much, without him their house is no longer a home. But, she says,
she realised that Ametkhan would be arrested: “From time to time
he noticed the FSS following him. Even when he didn't talk about
it, we noticed by his behaviour. When he looked in the rear-view
mirror. Or driving on the other side of the street and checking

if there was a car behind him”.

It was important to Ametkhan from childhood that he was a Crimean
Tatar. He grew up on the example and stories of his grandfather.
Lemara’s father is a well-known Crimean Tatar activist Aider
Komurdzhy, who in the 1960s insisted on the return of Crimean
Tatars to their homeland and the removal of the stigma of “traitors”.

Lemara tells how her father brought home leaflets about Mustafa
Dzhemilev when she was still a teenager. Dzhemilev was serving
a prison sentence at that time. “I looked and thought: wow, what
kind of son parents brought up. And I too wanted to have a son
like Mustafa one day - to worry about the people”. When the
family returned to Bakhchysarai, Ametkhan heard a lot from his
grandfather: “My father lived in this house, and my uncle lived

in that house, and now strangers live there”. He told how his father
had fought in the war and was disabled due to the war, but even
this did not prevent the Soviet authorities from deporting their
family from Crimea.

Lemara recalls how fast Ametkhan was when he was a child, but at
the same time he was not a troublemaker. She was never ashamed
of her son. Ametkhan graduated 9 classes in madrasa, but even
without higher education he was able to impress interlocutors.

He spent a lot of time with his family; on Fridays they would go

to cafes together, where Ametkhan would treat his relatives to

the most delicious dishes.

But the most important thing for his parents is that he was and

still is sincerely devoted to the people. Despite the persecution

and a direct threat to his freedom, Ametkhan did not want

to leave Crimea: “Where to go? I have to be with the people”.

He went to the trials of political prisoners, helped the families of
the arrested, found time to meet and talk to young Crimean Tatars -
he considered it his duty. In this way he expressed solidarity

and support for those against whom the FSS had falsified criminal
cases.

On August 24, 2023, he himself was added to the ranks of political
prisoners. Russian security forces broke into Ametkhan Umerov’s
house in the middle of the night, overturned the entire house, and
took away documents, including the Ukrainian passports of Lemara
and Ametkhan Umerov’s father, which were never returned.

Yes, the search did not come as a surprise to them, but it was

no less painful for Lemara to watch her son being taken away.

Now 38-year-old Ametkhan Umerov is being held in pre-

trial detention facility No. 1 in Rostov-on-Don - more than

700 kilometres from his beloved Bakhchysarai. There he is waiting
for the start of his trial. He faces up to 20 years in prison on
charges of participating in the activities of a terrorist organisation.
Ametkhan’s family - his wife and four children - have been living
without him for a year.

Lemara often has guests, and her 28 grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren give her many opportunities to distract herself
from sad thoughts. But when Lemara thinks of her son, tears
immediately come to her eyes: “After his arrest, our life didn't stop,
and Ametkhan wouldn't want it to. We are trying to move on with
our lives. In his letters he writes to me: “Mum, I will never let you
down. You will always be proud of me”. And I am proud, and I don’t
regret at all that he is on this path”.
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Lemara Umerova konusmaya «depresyonda degilim» diye basliyor.
Evet, kadinin hayat: dramatik bir sekilde degisti ve oglunu

cok ozliyor, onsuz evleri artik bir yuva degil. Ama Amethan'in
tutuklanacagini anladigini soyliyor: «Zaman zaman Rus Federal
Guvenlik Servisinin onu izledigini fark ediyordu. Bu konuda
konusmasa bile davraniglarindan anliyorduk. Arabada dikiz
aynasina baktiginda... Ya da arabayi stirerken arkasinda bir araba
olup olmadigina bakiyordu...».

Amethan i¢in ¢ocuklugundan itibaren Kirim Tatar1 kimligi
onemliydi. Dedesini ornek alarak ve onun hikayelerini dinleyerek
blyudu. Lemaranin babasi, 1960'larda Kirim Tatarlarinin
vatanlarina donmesini ve «hain» damgasinin kaldirilmasini isteyen
taninmig Kirim Tatar aktivist Ayder Komurci.

Lemara, kendisi hentiz ergenlik ¢cagindayken babasinin evlerine
Mustafa Abdulcemil Kirimoglu hakkinda brostirler getirdigini
anlatiyor. Kirtmoglu o sirada hapis cezasini ¢ekiyordu. «Baktim

ve dislindum: vay be, ailesi nasil bir evlat yetistirmis. Ben de bir
gun Mustafa gibi bir oglum olsun, insanlar i¢cin muicadele etsin
istedim». Aile Bahcesaray'a dondugunde Amethan dedesinden ¢ok
sey ogrenmisti, «Babam bu evde yasamis, amcam bu evde yasamis,
simdi de yabancilar yasiyor» diye anlatiyordu dedesi. Babasinin
savasta nasil savastigini ve sakat kaldigini anlatiyordu, ancak bu
bile Sovyetlere ailesini Kirrm'dan stirglin ettirmemeye yardim
etmedi.

Lemara, Amethan'in ne kadar hareketli bir cocuk oldugunu, ama
hichir zaman sorun ¢ikarmadigini hatirliyor. Oglundan higbir
zaman utanmadi. Amethan medresede 9. sinifi bitirdi, ancak ytksek
ogrenim gormeden bile muhataplarini etkilemeyi basardi. Ailesiyle
cok zaman gecirirdi; cuma gunleri birlikte kafelere giderlerdi ve
Amethan akrabalarina en lezzetli yemekleri 1smarlarda.

86

Ancak ailesi icin en onemli sey, onun halkina ictenlikle bagl
olmasi ve hala da oyle kalmasi. Gozetime ve 6zgurligune yonelik
dogrudan tehdide ragmen Amethan Kirim'dan ayrilmak istemedi:
«Nereye gideyim? Halkla birlikte olmaliyim». Siyasi tutuklularin
durusmalarina gidiyor, tutuklananlarin ailelerine yardim ediyor,
geng Kirim Tatarlariyla tanismak ve konusmak igin zaman
buluyordu, bunlar1 gorevi olarak gortiyordu. Bu sekilde Guivenlik
Servisinin haklarinda sahte ceza davalar actig1 kisilerle dayanigsma
ve destegini ifade etti.

24 Agustos 2023'te kendisi de siyasi mahkGmlar arasina katildi. Rus
glivenlik glicleri gece yarist Umerov'larin evini basti, tim evi alt
Ust etti ve Lemara ile Amethan'in babasinin Ukrayna pasaportlar:
da dahil olmak tzere, bir daha geri verilmeyen belgeleri aldi.

Evet, arama onlar icin slirpriz olmadi, ama Lemara igin oglunun
gotirulisunt izlemek daha az aci verici degildi.

Su anda 38 yasindaki Amethan Umerov, memleketi Bahcesaray'dan
700 kilometreden daha uzakta, Rostov-na-Donu'daki 1 Nolu gozalti
merkezinde tutuluyor. Orada mahkemesinin baslamasini bekliyor.
Bir teror orguitinun faaliyetlerine katilmak suclamasiyla 20 yila
kadar hapis cezasiyla kars1 karsiya. Amethan'in ailesi, karisi ve dort
cocugu, bir yildir onsuz yasiyor.

Lemara sik sik misafir agirliyor ve 28 torunu ve Ui¢ torununun
torunu ona uztcu disuncelerden uzaklagsmak icin pek ¢cok olanak
sagliyor. Ancak Lemara oglunu dustindiginde hemen gozleri
doluyor: «Tutuklanmasindan sonra hayatimiz durmadi ve Amethan
da durmasini istemezdi. Hayatimiza devam etmeye ¢alisiyoruz.
Mektuplarinda bana soyle yaziyor: "Annecigim seni asla hayal
kirkligina ugratmayacagim. Benimle her zaman gurur duyacaksin".
Gurur duyuyorum ve onun bu yolda olmasindan dolay1 hig
pismanlik duymuyorums» diyor kadin.



Dilyara Abdullaeva, 70 years old, mother of Uzeir Abdullayev and

Teymur Abdullayev

Simferopol city, Kamianka microdistrict

Her sons were sentenced to 12.5 and 16.5 years of imprisonment in a strict
regime colony

My children are my aur.
I will fight for them until
my last breath

Dilara Abdullayeva, 70 yasinda, Uzeyir ve Teymur Abdullayev'lerin annesi
Agmescit, Bavurci / Simferopol, Kamenka

Ogullar1 Rusya'da 12.5 ve 16.5 y1l yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis
cezalarina carptirildi

Cocuklarim benim her seyim.
Son nefesime kadar onlar
1IN mMucadele edecegim






Dilara’s sons grew up without a father. After the divorce, all
responsibility for them fell on her shoulders. She was hungry, tired,
as a medical student she spent nights in the hospital while the
children slept next to her on the couches - all to ensure they would
have something to live on.

The boys were in the same class - Teymur went to school a year
earlier than his peers to be with his brother. After school, Dilara
took them to the other side of the city to attend martial arts classes.
She tried to keep her sons busy: “They grew up without a father and
it was important to me that the boys could stand up for themselves.
They did everything together. And, it hurts to realise, they even got
into prison together”.

The brothers have learnt various types of martial arts. Uzeyir
graduated from the school of arts in violin and trumpet. Both
received higher legal education. But in the 1990s, after moving

to Crimea, the whole family had problems finding work. But the
brothers had sports experience. That time they rented premises for
a gym and began to train those who wanted to train. At first there
was no money at all for uniforms or equipment, so they managed
with improvised equipment - they made punching bags out of car
tyres, and Dilara sewed protective gear for sparring. She herself
made chebureks and sold them in hospitals. Patients and doctors
loved her homemade food, but they could not even imagine that it
was brought by a candidate of medical sciences.

Year after year, Dilara’s sons achieved success and recognition.
Uzeyir became a coach and physical education teacher at the
Dynamo sports complex in Simferopol, and Teymur became

a taekwondo coach. Like his brother, he also worked at Dynamo.

“My sons were role models for the students. They knew how
important it was for the guys to trust them and be sure the
coach was always there for them. They taught them to think for

themselves and nurtured willpower. They often took them for
training with overnight stays on the seashore, invented tasks for
independence, discipline and mutual assistance”, Dilara says.

She notes the irony of the situation in that some of her sons’ adult
students subsequently arrested the Abdullayevs after the searches
on October 12, 2016, and were also their escorts at court hearings.

That morning, Dilara ran straight to her sons’ houses, but the
security forces did not let her through: “When I started to break
through the barrier, they grabbed me and threw me to the ground.
People started shouting that this is a mother, let her in. But it didn’t
help. I felt sick, I was lying on the ground, but the OMON did not
even let anyone help me up. I dont remember much after that.

I came to my senses only when my sons were being brought out.

I rushed to them, but they stopped me again”.

On June 18, 2019, a Russian court sentenced Teymur and Uzeyir
Abdullayev to 17 and 13 years in prison. In December 2019, the
Russian Supreme Court revised the sentence and reduced the prison
term by six months each. Now Teymur Abdullayev is in colony No.

2 in the city of Salavat in the Republic of Bashkortostan. His brother
is in the same city, but in colony No. 16. It is about 2,500 kilometres
from there to Stroganivka. Due to the constant transfer to a solitary
confinement centre, both have serious health problems and do

not receive normal medical care. Teymur has been in solitary
confinement for over 1,200 days.

Four children are waiting for Uzeyir at home, while Teymur has five.
The oldest of the brothers is now 50 years old, the youngest 49. Both
have been behind the bars for eight years.

“It turns out that all those years the kids and I spent together were

happy years. I didn’t realise it at that time. My children are my air.
I live by them and I will fight for them until my last breath”.
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Dilaranin ogullari babasiz buiylimustu. Esiyle bosandiktan sonra tim
sorumluluk Dilaranin omuzlarina yuklenmisti. Acti, yorgundu, bir
tip 6grencisi olarak gecelerini hastanede geciriyordu, cocuklar ise
onun yaninda kanepelerde uyuyordu... Hepsi de yasayacak bir seyleri
olsun diye.

Gocuklar ayn1 sinifta okumusglards, kiictik Teymur akranlarindan bir yil
once okula baglamisti ki agabeyiyle ayni sinifta okusun diye. Okuldan
sonra Dilara ogullarini doviis sanatlari derslerine katilmalar i¢in sehrin
diger ucuna goturiiyordu. Ogullarini mesgul tutmaya calistyordu:
«Babasiz bliyumtslerdi ve cocuklarin kendi ayaklari tizerinde
durabilmeleri benim i¢in onemliydi. Her seyi birlikte yaptilar. Farkina
varmak ne kadar ac1 verici olsa da hapishaneye bile birlikte diistiiler».

[ki kardes cesitli doviis sanatlan 6grenmisti. Uzeyir, keman ve
trompet alaninda sanat okulundan mezun olmustu. Her ikisi de
yuksek hukuk egitimi almisti. Ancak 19901arda Kirim'a tagindiktan
sonra tum aile is bulmakta zorlandi. Ancak kardeslerin spor
deneyimi vardi. Daha sonra bir spor salonu i¢in bir bina kiralamiglar
ve isteyenleri egitmeye baglamislardi. 11k baslarda tniforma ya da
ekipman i¢in hig¢ paralari yoktu, bu yuzden dogaglama ekipmanlarla
idare ediyorlardi, mesela boks torbalarini araba lastiklerinden
yapilmislardi ve Dilara da antrenman icin koruyuculari dikiyordu.
Kendisi de ¢iborek yapip hastanelerde satiyordu. Hastalar ve
doktorlar onun ev yapimi yemeklerini seviyorlardi, ama tip bilimleri
doktoru tinvanl birinin onlari getirecegini hayal bile edemiyorlardi.

Dilaranin ogullar: yillar gectikce basariya ve taninirliga ulagmislarda.
Uzeyir, Akmescit'teki «Dinamo» spor tesisinde antrenor ve beden
egitimi 0gretmeni, Teymur ise tekvando antrenoru olarak gorev
yapmislardi. Kardesi gibi o da «Dinamo» da ¢aligmisti.

«Ogullarim ogrenciler icin rol modelleriydi. Cocuklarin onlara
glivenmelerinin ve koclarinin her zaman yanlarinda oldugundan emin
olmalarinin ne kadar onemli oldugunu biliyorlardi. Onlara kendileri
icin diisinmeyi ogrettiler ve iradelerini gelistirdiler. Onlar sik sik deniz
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kiyisinda geceleyerek antrenmana gottrdiiler, bagimsizlik, disiplin ve
karsilikh yardimlasma icin cesitli 6devler buldular» diyor Dilara.

Ogullarinin yetigkin 0grencilerinden bazilarinin 12 Ekim 2016'daki
aramalardan sonra Abdullayev'leri tutukladiklarini ve ayni zamanda
mahkeme durusmalarinda onlara eslik ettiklerini belirterek
durumdaki ironiye dikkat ¢ekiyor.

Dilara o sabah dogruca ogullarinin evlerine kostu, ancak gtivenlik
glcleri gegmesine izin vermedi: «Engeli asmaya basladigimda

beni tutup yere firlattilar. Insanlar "Bu anneleri, birakin girsin" diye
bagirmaya basladilar. Ama bir faydasi olmadi. Kendimi kétii hissettim,
yerde yatiyordum ama OMON (Ozel Amach Mobil Birim) gorevlileri
kimsenin beni kaldirmasina izin vermedi. Ondan sonrasini pek
hatirlamiyorum. Aklim ancak ogullarim disan ¢ikarildiginda bagima
geldi. Onlara dogru kostum, ama beni yine durdurdular».

18 Haziran 2019 tarihinde Rus mahkemesi Teymur ve Uzeyir
Abdullayev'i sirasiyla 17 ve 13 yil hapis cezasina ¢arptirdi. Aralik
2019'da Rusya Yiiksek Mahkemesi cezayi revize etti ve hapis
cezalarini altisar ay indirdi. Teymur Abdullaev su anda Baskurdistan
Cumbhuriyetinin Salavat kentindeki 2 Nolu hapishanede tutuluyor.
Kardesi de ayni sehirde, ama 16 Nolu hapishanede. Oradan
Strogonovka'ya kadar yaklasik 2,500 kilometre var. Cezail tecrit
hticresine stirekli olarak transfer edilmeleri nedeniyle her ikisinin de
ciddi saglik sorunlari var ve normal tibbi bakim alamiyorlar. Teymur
1.200 gunden fazla bir suiredir tecrit hiicresinde tutuluyor.

Uzeyir'i evde dort cocuk, Teymur'u ise bes cocuk bekliyor. Kardeslerin
en buylgu su anda 50, en kucuigl ise 49 yasinda. Her ikisi de sekiz
yildir hapiste.

«Meger cocuklarla birlikte gecirdigimiz tiim o yillar mutlu
yillarimizmis. O zamanlar bunu fark edememisim. Cocuklarim
benim nefesim. Onlarla yasiyorum ve son nefesime kadar onlar i¢in
miuicadele edecegim».



Zera Suleymanova, 75 years old, mother of Eskender Suleymanov and
Ruslan Suleymanov

Stroganivka village, Simferopol District

Her sons were sentenced to 15 and 14 years of imprisonment in a strict
regime colony

My eldest son asked:
"“Don't show them tears” —
and I didn't shed a tear

Zera Suleymanova, 75 yasinda, Eskender ve Ruslan Suleymanov’un annesi
Agmescit, Mamagq / Stroganovka, Simferopol

Ogullar1 Rusya'da 15 ve 14 y1l yiiksek giivenlikli cezaevinde hapis cezalarina
carptirildi

Buyuk oglumun ricast:
"Onlara gozyaslanm gosterme’,
ben de gostermiyorum






Zera Suleimanova has two dates of birth. One is the actual date,
April 5, 1949, in the town of Bolokhovo, Tula region of Russia,
where her parents were deported. The family lived in a barrack and
on that day there was a heavy snowfall, all the doors and windows
were snowed in and Zera's mother could not be taken to the
maternity hospital. Only three days later, when neighbours helped
dig up the house, the father came to the commandant’s office and
told them that his daughter had been born - the date of birth was
recorded as April 8.

Zera Suleimanova is a frail woman of age with a quiet voice and an
eventful life. Her father worked in a mine and for 12 years went to
military enlistment offices to find out where his parents had been
sent from Crimea. In 1956 the whole family moved to the city of
Kokand in Uzbekistan, where the rest of the relatives were found.
Four of Zera’s children were born there, including two sons who are
political prisoners - the eldest Eskender and the youngest Ruslan.

They could not settle down in the new place - they had to leave
because of persecution on ethnic grounds. “You could say

that Ruslan accelerated our move to Crimea. He was beaten

by other children, reproached, told to return to his homeland.

He cried all the time and asked to leave. He was an average student
at school, but he promised that after the move he would have only
“excellent” grades. And he kept his word”, says Zera.

Her sons never gave her any cause to worry. Eskender had
graduated from a technical college as a master of refrigeration
plants even before the move. Ruslan studied physics at the Crimean
University. After their return to the peninsula, both of them helped
their parents with the household chores, milking cows and mowing
hay. Zera constantly notes their diligence and honesty.

Twice her heart gripped by fear for her children. The first
time was on March 27, 2019. The family woke up due to loud
sounds - law enforcers were breaking down the door of
Osman Arifmemetov’s house across the street. Eskender and
his parents went outside to see what was going on - they
were forced to sit down and held at gunpoint with assault
rifles. When the enforcer learnt Eskender’s surname, he
said that they had also come to see Ruslan. At that moment
Zera felt i1l and an ambulance was called. One of the law
enforcers was repeatedly pushing the nurse while she was
giving injections.

The police turned both houses upside down. They took out all
their belongings and papers and walked on the beds in their

boots. When Zera came to her senses, she asked the investigator:

“Please tell me when you take my son away so that I can
say goodbye to him”. He promised, but never kept his word.
His mother never saw Ruslan after his arrest.

The elder Eskender, who was looking after his parents after
Ruslan’s arrest, was taken away just as quickly. He was
detained four months later - on June 10, 2019. That day,
Eskender had time to sit in front of his mother, hug her and
say, “Don’t show them tears. Please don’t cry”. Since then,
his mother has not shed a single tear in front of the law
enforcers.

Zera was the first in Crimea who came out with a solitary picket
against the fabrication of criminal cases. She decided to protest
the detention of her son Ruslan. On the placard she wrote:

“My son is not a terrorist!”. She recalls how the policeman just
drove past slowly, looking at her in surprise.

%)






Ruslan and Eskender Suleimanov were sentenced to 14 and

15 years imprisonment in a strict regime colony. The first

was convicted under the article on organising a terrorist
community, the second for participation in such a community.
Both are being held in prison No. 1 in Verkhneuralsk,
Chelyabinsk region in Russia, 2,500 kilometres far away from
home. Ruslan was recently placed on preventive supervision
for “adherence to extremist ideology, propensity to escape and
assault”.

This year Eskender turned 51 and his brother 41. They have
been in detention for more than five years. Despite the fact that
Zera Suleimanova is over 70, she is still interested in politics,

receives guests and spends time with her grandchildren.
They gather at her house every Friday.

Although it helps her to distract herself from her longing for
her sons, there is nothing more satisfying than hearing their
voices: “When Ruslan called and I found out that he and
Eskender were in the same cell, it gave me strength. I was so
happy to know that they were communicating with each other,
helping each other. I learnt that they got a job - that also gave
me strength. My sons have one big pain - longing for their
homeland, home and families. But I know that they will not
serve the whole term. Justice will prevail and they will soon
return home”.



Zera Suleymanovanin iki dogum tarihi var. Biri gercek tarih,

5 Nisan 1949, Rusya'nin Tula vildyetindeki Bolohovo'da, ailesinin
surgun edildigi yerde. Aile bir barakada yasiyordu ve o gin yogun
bir kar yagis1 vardi, tim kapilar ve pencereler karla kapliyd:

ve Zeranin annesi dogumhaneye gotirulemedi. Sadece li¢ gin
sonra, komsular evin temelinin kazilmasina yardim ederken,

baba komutanhiga gelerek kizinin dogdugunu soyledi, bu da 8 Nisan
olarak kaydedilen ikinci dogum tarihi.

Zera Suleymanova, sessiz ve olaylarla dolu bir hayati olan zayif bir
kadin. Babas1 bir madende calismis ve 12 y1l boyunca ailesinin
Kirnm'dan nereye stirgtin edildigini 6grenmek i¢in askerlik
subelerini dolasmis. 1956'da tim aile Ozbekistan'daki Hokand
sehrine tasinip akrabalarinin geri kalanini burada buldu. Zeranin
iki oglu, buylik Eskender ve kiiciik Ruslan da dahil olmak tizere
dort ¢cocugu orada dinyaya geldi.

Yeni yere bir turll yerlesemediler, etnik nedenlerle gordiikleri
zullim yuzunden ayrilmak zorunda kaldilar. «Ruslan'in Kirim'a
tasinmamizi hizlandirdigini soyleyebilirim. Diger ¢ocuklar onu
doviyor, azarliyor ve memleketine donmesini soyliyorlardi. Strekli
agliyor ve oradan ayrilmak istiyordu. Okulda siradan bir 6grenciydi,
ama tasindiktan sonra sadece "miilkemmel" notlar alacagina soz
vermisti. Soziinu de tutmustu» diyor Zera.

Ogullari ona hicbir zaman endiselenmesi icin bir neden
vermemis. Eskender daha tasinmadan once bir teknik
meslek okulundan sogutma tesisleri ustasi olarak mezun
olmustu. Ruslan ise Kirim Universitesi'nde fizik egitimi
almist1. Yarimadaya dondukten sonra her ikisi de ev
islerinde, inek sagma ve ot bigme gibi islerde ebeveynlerine
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yardim etmisti. Zera onlarin caliskanligi ve durustliginden
surekli bahseder.

Cocuklari icin iki kez korkudan kalbi sikismist1. I1ki 27 Mart

2019 gunt oldu. Aile gurultuyle uyandi: kolluk kuvvetleri Osman
Arifmemetovun sokagin karsisindaki evinin kapisini kirtyordu.
Eskender ve ailesi neler olup bittigini gormek i¢in disar1

ciktilar, comeltildiler ve silah zoruyla tutuldular. Infaz memuru
Eskender'in soyadini 6grendiginde, onlarin Ruslan1 da almaya
geldiklerini soyledi. O anda Zera fenalasti ve ambulans cagirdilar.
Kolluk kuvvetlerinden biri, igne yapan hemsireyi strekli itip
kakiyordu.

Polis iki evi de alt Uist etti. Tum egyalarini ve evraklarini ¢ikardilar
ve cizmeleriyle butun odalarda dolastilar. Zera kendine geldiginde
bir gorevliye «Liitfen oglumu ne zaman alacaginizi soyleyin ki
onunla vedalasabileyim» diye rica etti. Adam s6z verdi, ama s6zuini
hic tutmadi. Annesi oglu tutuklandiktan sonra onu hi¢ goremedi.

Ruslan'n tutuklanmasindan sonra ailesine bakan btiyik oglu
Eskender de ayni sekilde gotirildu. Dort ay sonra, 10 Haziran
2019'da gozaltina alindi. O glin, Eskender annesine sarilmayz1
basardi ve «Onlara sakin gozyaslarini gosterme. Lutfen aglama»
dedi. O zamandan beri annesi kolluk kuvvetlerinin ontinde tek bir
damla gozyas: dokmedi.

Zera, Kirim'da ceza davalarinin uydurulmasina kars: tek basina
protesto eylemi yapan ilk kisi oldu. Oglu Ruslan'in gozaltina
alinmasini protesto etmeye karar verdi. Elindeki pankartta soyle
yaziyordu: «Oglum terorist degil!». Polisin kendisine sagkinlikla
bakarak nasil yavasca gecip gittigini hatirliyor.






Ruslan ve Eskender Suleymanov maksimum guivenlikli bir
cezaevinde 14 ve 15 yil hapis cezasina ¢arptirildi. Ruslan
terorist bir toplulugun orgitlenmesiyle, Eskender ise
boyle bir topluluga katilmaktan suclandilar. Her ikisi de
evlerinden 2,500 kilometre uzakliktaki Celyabinsk ilindeki
Verhneuralsk ilcesinde 1 Nolu hapishanede tutuluyor.
Ruslan kisa bir stire 6nce «asirilik yanlisi ideolojiye
baglilik, kacma ve saldir1 egilimi» nedeniyle ozel listeye
kaydedildi.

Eskender bu yi1l 51, kardesi ise 41 yasina girecek. Bes yildan
uzun bir suredir hapiste tutuluyorlar. Zera Suleymanova
70'i yaglarinda olmasina ragmen siyasetle ilgilenmekten,

misafir kabul etmekten ve torunlariyla vakit gecirmekten hic
vazgecmiyor. Her Cuma evinde toplaniyorlar.

Ogullarina duydugu 6zlemden uzaklasmasina yardimci olsa

da, onlarin seslerini duymaktan daha memnun edici bir sey
yok. «Ruslan'in arayip da Eskender'le ayni hiicrede olduklarini
soylemesi bana buyuk gic verdi. Birbirleriyle iletisim
kurduklarini, birbirlerine yardim ettiklerini bilmek beni ¢ok
mutlu etti. Hapishane i¢inde bir ise basladiklarini de 6grendim,
bu da bana ayrica kuvvet verdi. Ogullarimin buytk bir acisi
var; vatanlarina, evlerine ve ailelerine duyduklari hasret. Ama
eminim ki tim cezalarini cekmeyecekler. Adalet yerini bulacak
ve yakinda evlerine donecekler» diye anlatti Zera.



